ULYSSES IN TRINDADE: ONE TEACHER'S EXPERIENCE

ARNOLD GORDEMSTEIN®

in March, 1977, I bepan directing Mestrado course LLE 3127
4f the Usmiversidade Federal de Sanca Catarima, & cowurse enticled
"Topice Especial: James Joyce's Tiysses." Even by iteelf cthis
event marks mo mean triumph of diplomacy and cajolery over
sensible and well-founded fear. Since we were to study in
detail Jomes Joyce's Olysses I had had to cosx the students in
by assuring them that the book wvas readable even to peaple
reading it in 4 second language, cthac the awesome devlices aof the
book which had kept them a respeccful distance even From che
Bouaiss tramslation for all thelr adult lives were soluble with
kelp, and that, once solved, the beck vas accessible,
svervheleingly engrossing, a literary pducacion between EVO COVETSE
and, best of all — am unexpected gift — raucously fumny as well.
I write chat I directed the course rather than tauwght it because,
anticipating the group-study habics of my Braziliae students,the
couFRE Wwas conceived as a group effort, a workshop. And so Lt
wast lr was the special knowledge that some of the students
brought to the course, knowledge especially of Greek mythalogy,
af Cacholic ritual and of English slang, chat made it wobk.
Enrclled in the course wera six students with varying degrees

of experience in reading literature.

Dne was a Former seminarian, a sucess in business with some

gcanty literary backgrousd and a no-nensense bulldog style,

A second wap also o former senioarian, an Englieh teacher
from o town in Mimas, with litcle literary hackground but sonme

knowledge of Grﬁtk mytholagy and a guiet diaziplined way.

One was & university English teacher with some literacy
background , bright, guixotic and manic.
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One war & priest from the intevicr with litele literary
backgrownd but ; obviouvaly, with an intimacy with church ritasl
and with Latin.

One was British, with wide, erratic reading, With prome
drematic skills and an imcomplege college Eraiming bBut mnet in

literacurs.

Onwe, &n audicor, was an Americon with some spotty readimg

and o callegs dagreae.

Tws wore Cafabladndes, one of them from Fleriandpo lie.
Four wurw Roman Cacholles, two were raised as Procestants, 1 am
a Jew, which would prove useful in discusaing Bloem, who was borm

a Jaw.

&8 Foar me, T pormally swpent my days and nights with Americam
literature theoagh I had ae interesc ln Joyce that went Back ©o
oy undergraduate yesrs when Che Shakespearean scholar Gesar
Barber delivered Diyases o me. Later, im graduate school, 1
would hear the graat Harry Levin expound on Joyce amd mpother
Bubliser, Johe V. Eelleher, with a fine lilting Eencr asd a rFod
face would sing Jovce's songe Eo me in his eledscered office
tensath the stacks of Widemsr Libracy. Ir later years 1 clinmbed
the Martells Tower mand whkeén I rFaad chat Joyce described Dlysses
as “the epic of twa races {(larasl=Ireland)... o5 well as & little
story of a day t]ifa]“l. Iralasd became the secomd or pechaps
third or perhaps faurth homs of my heart.

However, [ had never taupght Ulysases uncil mow, and the
circumstances were unlikely. The library lacked the mandatosy
Janen Joyes Quarterly and there vere few other helpas avallablaes
Kain's Fabulous Voyager was there, aleng with Budgen's James
Joyea and che Hakimg of 'Ulyssesn', Ellmann's deffeitive blography
sod hisn Dlyases on che Liffey, che best critical®hoeck. I awned
the indispsnaable MWores for Joyce amd Stuart Gilberc, chough
tilbert no lopger tang with authority, But 1 could use my class
5E rvemources, sapecially om matters having to do with Catholie
ritual amd Gres: wychology. which several of the scodests Enew

more EhoFaupghly Chasa I did .
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Our sappreach would be simple, at first. We would all read
the fouw informacions] becks, eapecially Ellmaen's biogpraphr and
Budgen"s book, paselng them from kand Ce hand., Then we wamld
read Ulysses, chapter by chapter, along with Bomar, Wwith the
Bocea for Joyoce always nearby. alfcer che Ilnformationsl prablens
of che book were overcome (thasks to Hotes), after the prose-
saanlngas aed ambligolries ware sorted owt (Chapks E6 sarselves],
after characterizacions and symbolie actions asd Etructure Were
discussed, we would compare the Joyca Book te che Homerlc one,
chapter by chapcer. Our specialiscs s mycholegy Were
eppecially helpful but in an unexpected way! we soon foumd Chat
thi Homeric parsllels were cften inesxact. In Eact, Bloom's
sxperiencere sometimes reversad the mesnimgs of Odysseus. ndy-
gaeue’s wife, For inetsnce, was & paragon of Fidelicy; Bloom's
sccomplishes & liaisom with possibly her teemty=-fifth lover cn
the day of the heek. Furthermere, im the first chaprter, named
“Calypasn’, we learn theat Bloom oo longer pleases his nymp b
segually while im the Odyssey it is Calypeeo who has scopped
rliiliﬂ: Odydduwud. This scrr of discrepancy abounded. Had Joyce
been carelesa? OrF were wel DQuoickly we were ln & erisia. We
hed to resvaluate cur approach. We d4id thie By cryimg the other
patallel that Joyce frequently used, mamely the one of the
Cathollic Ttitual.

How , Jﬂfltll attitudes to the Catholle Church were well
knowm to any reader of his letters. While courting Hora Barnacle
ke bhad writtem her "§ix yeare ago 1 left the Cathalle Church,
batimg it mopt fervenEly... I made pecret war wpom it whem 1 was
& Btudept ... How | make apén war wpon i€ by whae 1 write and say
il dn."z Along with the Epglisk coalompial government hae hataed
it wost amd lost oo opporcumity to ridicule ft. Owr group had
already seen how the deapeing mascoer Almidamo Arcifoni salweed
thi twe ilasctltucions ia che "Hamdering Rocks™ chaprer wich &
ciaging Fart that nearly breached kis pancs. IF wae could see
cleafly how Joycs handled the fraguent parallels to religlous
Eltaal pecrhapa we wownld have a4 €lue Lo Che way he hasdled che
primary parallal co the Odyssey. Our priest and our foTmar
pemisarlans were most valwable now. They pointed out £Ehat the
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lustful Molly Bleem shared & birch date wich che Virgin Hary.
We wemt to the very firet sentesnce of the Book whare "Etately
plump Buck Mulligean come from Che scairhead, bearing a bowl of
lacther on which & sireer pml a razor lay crossed... He held the
bowl aleft and imtomad:

"— Imtreibo ad slctare Dei...

He faced about and blessed gravely thrice the cowsr, the
gurroending country and the avaking mowntains. Then, catching
sight of Stephen Dedslus, ke bent towsrds him and made rapid
EFRAREE gn che ale, gurgling in Bis chroat and shaking his

"

baad ... " .

A Hase 18 Belng performed im Cha framing copenfing paragraphs
of the book, only with the opposice of religious Lnten:t.
Bimilarly im the "Clree" chapter, o Mass s snacted in & brothel
a8 Bloem spdures debasement in the hands of Hadame Bella Cohaenr.
(4t thia paint we rememberad that the Coben celhe of Israel was
the teibe of the priests.) Clearly the Mass was not receiving
icts customary reversmce. Cowld it be thaz Joyce mormally ueed
parallels omly to reject them and that this was the true patEern
of the book? Once our ayes were free co &es we sav ot onem, We
sasily found & hundred parsllels which ware nat paraliels at all
but revarasle of parallels, alengeside the mere dozene of exact
parallels which had been noted by Gilbert and che fiese generaciom
of Ulyswen readirs. Did this mean that Bloon was not Odysaeus
and that Ulysses was not wricttem {n praiss of hercic Lo pa Ld
Bleam? Was chis gentle man the unknowlng wictim of a savage
secire? In our lack of bibliographical resources we may have hesn
ageaving or disagroelng with whole armles of other scudencs But
we couldn't know thac. G50 be i€, we had fo tPust ourmelves and
§0, Wwith a blend of malurky and chotzpah, the Beach of
ipexperience, we pushed boldly en.

The guiet disciplined student From Mionas who Firse noted
the reveraes &L ome of the growp scody segsiopne chat had kecome
nearly regulariced as part of the course nov had cthe isitiative.
He had & hianch abowt Vico. In the little criticism chat we had,
liccle had been made of ClambatEinta Vieo (L4EH-1T44). Ellmane's
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bicgraphy hod peimced out that Joyce lenraed about Vice chrough
the great Croge when he wad liwimg im Teleste, and in Tlysses an
the Liffey he had demonstraced Vice's early influesce mot enly
an Meapsegan's Wake = the comman interprecatien — but om
Dlysses as wiell. But little waw made of it. Joyee's debris to
Brunc (the Holand, ta Dujardim asd preemigently to Ariscocle and
te the fat monk "whoss gorebelliad works [Scephen Dedaluos
enjoyed ] reading Lo the a-lu;ii-:u.l"‘l {Aguinue) were well known.
But the Vice {mfluence began to galn im impeftance once We read
Bud gen.

Alchough chat semi-educated man had ®émi fqualities Tthat
Samltophile Joyce could wot have approved of ({Budgen blomed the
presumed meell of the Jew for keeping Stephen and Bloom from
.coming together definitively is the “Itheea” chapter), be had
the guick instimctive perceptien you might expect from a plastie
arclst and he was & soundimg board for Joycs in Zugich. It was
in eonversation with Budgen that Joyce dred his fullest pictures
of Bloom, the common San, the democratic hero. Apd chia sent wa
back top Yieo, who cne cur ex-sealsarisnd remenbered as having &
theory sbeut the stages of bumas history. Someans foupd Vieo's
Sciemzs Wuowa and precised Lt For the clasw, as Ellmanm puc ik,
Vies belleved cthat all human histary passed through three
pcagesn: "Theoctatic, aristocratic and demscracic, cencluding in
5 ricsrso and anocther :ycle.“’ Joeyce meant o percalve  af
Bloom as the eulmination of all westerm history, the democratic
heso, the divilape averags, che man Of manl expeTiemce dnd most
hiemanity, the wandering Jew-Graek=Irinhman neariag home at last.
Bot even L ke had succeeded, would this account for the
reverdala? Each of oo was sssigned chaprers im which eo see if,
in light of eur new paimt of view, they preduced an effact chat
was satliric er Lf satiTe was trapacended, Im each cade Che aan=
reporting members of the class tried to confound the new readiog
but it eonsisteatly explalped nuch more thas it left wvoexplained
Bloon was more of & hers ghan Gdyseseus, oot less. Bloce did
averything Odyasews did amd more and his hereiss vas grester.
Therefors the reversain; he was living in a different, Viebian,
age, responding £o & diffarant ethod.
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Whem we Elnished chis process we bad made the bock coharene
far ourawlves an g very reapectable leve! but we hod Far from
exhausced the book. Bensath the Fuzzles we'd solved we aften
stumbled into acher puezzles, but ethey could be cur CoBCETrES
BN 0T Eext exeurdions. Bedn't Jeyce himself mald "L've put in
"o many eoigmas and puzeles chat it wil] keep Che professore
busy for cemturiaa arguleg over what meant , and that's che

amly way of insuring one's iunﬂrlqlirr."!ﬁ

In che procese we had a11i ehanged 1 the wvorldly busisessmon
Einished Lhe cowrse but met the M. 4. dropping oet to0 beceme &
full-time resltor hefore weiting che promising thesie he'd
camceived during the couree; the American had dropped ocut
Bidvay| the Britos compleced the cdarse vary commandably buer pok
the degreoe; the bright quixetic universicty feacher wrote & thesia
en Joyee that was brilllant and sllly by turne and pever
Buccesslully defended ity the priest wanted himmalf defending
the chureh that Joyce despined and did mot Finish the degras;
the quiet diaciplined Hineire toiiled svay wich eystuem and 5C¥le
and preduced the best Elesis I've read at this umiversicy.n 1
had laarned that it would have besn useful if we had kmown mare
about Irisk history, wapecially litecary history. Unsrprislngly
che “Oxem of the Sun" chapter, which recapitulaces che BEylea of
mo#t Engliah literary periods sinmce the tenth eentury writer
Aelliric was cur wvorst Failure. We might have profited — who
would meb? — from scrieter noclons of the mere tham 1060
rhetorical devicen enployed in che "Asolos" chaptasr or of
scientifle logic im the "Ithaca® chapEer, Wa might Rave all
kaowm the work of Guinaraes Roen amd Devald de Andrade to mes
how sther more prozimate writars reflecced Joyes's influence,

It wad am cutcome as sambigeous and complex aa Joyce might
have written. The undesrstanding of Ehe book that we srrived at
may not have bedn the lakest word in Joyes incerpretation: 1
badn't been mésr a presentabie Joyce collection for five yaars

and hado't rased diligently inm ooe for mors than Ean. But ic wae

*h chapter of thin thesis §s {5 Chis Ilba, sncicled "avakening
From the Kightaare."



@ vericible literary educacion for my intrepld group. Hewer
again would they be dausced by am intimidating baok. Thay had
confronted one of Che most iacimidacing of all and some — Aat
all — af them had brekenm through its code to find fos humanity,
its elegance, its husmor and some of its Erandeur.

Postacripts I have since ofFferred the course agale aocd although

lt sttracted sxcellent Studénte, thers were only two of cham,
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