NOTES ON CONTRIBUTORS

Luiz A. Amaral (http://people.umass.edu/amaral/) is an assistant
professor of linguistics at the Department of Languages, Literatures
and Cultures at the University of Massachusetts Ambherst. His
research focuses on theoretical models of second language
acquisition, computer assisted language learning, and natural
language processing of learner language. He is also interested in user
models, and activity design in CALL. He is one of the developers
of TAGARELA, an intelligent language tutoring system used in the
instruction of Portuguese as a foreign language.

Laura Babcock is a PhD student of Cognitive Neuroscience at
the Scuola Internazionale Superiore di Studi Avanzati (SISSA) in
Trieste, Italy. She received her Master’s of Science in Linguistics
from Georgetown University in 2008. Her PhD works focuses on the
cognitive benefits of bilingualism, specifically looking at the effects
on different processes of executive functioning. She is also interested
in the brain basis of second language acquisition, multiple aspects of
L3 acquisition, language attrition, and simultaneous translation. She
can be reached at Ibabcock@sissa.it.
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Melissa (Missy) Baralt is an assistant professor of Spanish Applied
Linguistics in the Department of Foreign Languages at Florida
International University. She got her Ph.D. in the Department of
Spanish and Portuguese at Georgetown University (2010). She has
one foot in the US. and one in South America, as her husband is
from Venezuela and one of her aunts lives in Brazil. Melissa’s research
interests include second language acquisition (SLA), technologyin SLA,
and the provision (and noticing) of feedback in computer-mediated
communication (CMC) versus face-to-face (FTF) modalities.

Vladia Borges: Associate Professor at the Federal University of
Ceara, Brazil and director of the UAB/UFC Online English Teaching
Certification Program (Licenciatura em Lingua Inglesa a Distdncia
- UAB/UFC). Obtained Ph.D. in Education with specialization in
Language and Culture from Rhode Island College/University of
Rhode Island (USA); title of doctoral dissertation: “The Incorporation
of Communicative Language Teaching into the Elaboration of
Interactive Software for ESL/EFL Learning”, 2006. Co-directed a CNPq
granted research project on the uses of virtual reality for language
learning (1999 - 2001). Has conducted research on CALL, language
acquisition, and text processing. Has developed language learning
software using virtual reality, multimedia resources, and the Internet.
Research interests include: CALL, distance learning, text processing,
and language acquisition. vladiaborges2001@yahoo.com.

Vanessa Borges-Almeida is a PhD student at UNESP - Sao José do Rio
Preto. She holds a Master’s in Educational Psychology from PUCCAMP
and a degree in Letters (Translation) from Universidade Presbiteriana
Mackenzie. She presently works for Faculdades Claretianas - Rio Claro.
Her research interests include proficiency testing, teacher education
and beliefs about teaching and learning languages.
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Augusto Buchweitz is professor at the Federal University of Rio
Grande do Sul (UFGRS) and was a Post-Doctoral Fellow at the
Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging at Carnegie Mellon University.
He earned his Ph.D. from the Santa Catarina Federal University
in collaboration with the Center for Cognitive Brain Imaging at
Carnegie Mellon University. He is currently interested in fMRI
studies of text comprehension and bilingual representations of
meaning in the brain.

Erica Chan got her MA from the Chinese University, Hong Kong
is interested in testing and second language acquisition. In her MA
study she investigated the effects of the medium of instruction on
second language written performance in an EFL context. She can be
contacted at ericacys@gmail.com.

Douglas Altamiro Consolo holds a BA in Linguistics and an MA
in Applied Linguistics from the State University of Campinas
(UNICAMP), Brazil, and a PhD in TEFL from the University of
Reading, England. He has done post-doctoral work on Language
Assessment at UNICAMP and at the University of Melbourne,
Australia. He is Associate Professor at the State University of Sao
Paulo (UNESP), in Brazil, where he teaches English and Applied
Linguistics. He is the coordinator for a postgraduate course on
Advanced Studies in the English Language. His research work
and publications focus on language assessment, oral skills, foreign
language education, face-to-face and electronic interaction, and
teacher education. He is also the coordinator for the research group
“Ensino e aprendizagem de lingua estrangeira: crengas, construtos e
competéncias” (CNPq/UNESP), and one of the senior researchers in
the project “Teletandem Brazil: foreign languages for all” (FAPESP/
UNESP). dconsolo@terra.com.br and dconsolo@ibilce.unesp.br.
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Gwendolyn Gong is a professor in the Department of English at
The Chinese University of Hong Kong (CUHK) and co-editor of
the Asian Journal of English Language Teaching (AJELT). She was
formerly the Acting Director of the English Language Teaching
Unit at CUHK, Director of Freshman English Studies at Texas A&M
University in the US, and visiting lecturer at the Institut Teknologi
MARA in Malaysia; she also has been a Technical Communication
Delegate for People to People International to Russia and the Czech
Republic. Her teaching, research, and publication focus on rhetoric
and writing, professional editing, literacy, sociolinguistics, gender,
and discourse analysis.

Elizabeth Krawczyk is a fourth year PhD student at Georgetown
University. Her research interests lie mostly in formal semantics
and pragmatics, particularly at the interface. Her dissertation
project focuses on evidentiality (the linguistic marking of evidence
source) and the intersection of evidence, speaker certainty, context
and common ground, and assertion. She is also interested in
computational modeling of dialog and discourse, as well as the brain
basis of language. Her email address is k.lissa@gmail.com.

Mailce Borges Mota is associate professor of English at the Federal
University of Santa Catarina (UFSC) and a fellow researcher from
the Brazilian funding agency CNPq. Her research focuses on the
relationship between second language acquisition/processing and
cognitive systems and mechanisms such as memory (declarative
memory, procedural memory, working memory), attention, and
implicit and explicit knowledge.

Jeftrey Scialabba is a Writer and Research Coordinator at the Ayn
Rand Institute. He received his Masters of Science in Linguistics from
Georgetown University, where he studied the brain basis of language
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and worked as a Research Assistant in the Brain and Language Lab.
His email address is jscialabba@aynrand.org.

Peter Skehan, PhD is currently a full-time professor in Department
of English, The Chinese University of Hong Kong, HKSAR, China.
Prof. Skehan had previously worked as a professor at Thames Valley
University and King’s College, University of London. His main
research interests include individual differences in second language
learning, task-based language teaching and learning, and language
testing. Prof. Skehan has published widely in the field of applied
linguistics and his papers have appeared in such journals as Language
Learning, SSLA, Applied Linguistics and Language Teaching etc. He
has also published two monographs, including “Individual differences
in second language learning” (1989, with Arnold) and “A cognitive
approach to language learning” (1998, with Oxford University Press,
which won the Kenneth W. Mildenberger Prize) and edited one book
(with M. Bygate & M. Swain) “Researching Pedagogic Tasks: Second
Language Learning, Teaching and Testing (2002, with Longman).
pskehan@arts.cuhk.edu.hk.

Ricardo Augusto de Souza is Adjunct Professor of English in the
Faculty of Letters at the Federal University of Minas Gerais. His main
research interests are bilingual sentence processing, interlanguage
syntax, and the role of modern information and communication
technologies in the promotion of multilingual experiences. He can
be reached at ricsouza.ufmg@gmail.com.

Janaina Weissheimer possui graduagao em Letras Portugués e Inglés
pela Universidade do Vale do Rio dos Sinos (1999), mestrado em
Lingiiistica Aplicada pela Universidade do Vale do Rio dos Sinos
(2002) e doutorado em Letras (Inglés e Literatura Correspondente)
pela Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (2007). Atualmente
¢ professora da Universidade Federal do Rio Grande do Norte
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(UFRN) em Natal. Tem experiéncia na area de Letras, com énfase
em Aquisi¢ao de Linguagem, atuando principalmente nos seguintes
temas: aquisi¢do, ensino de inglés, produgdo oral e memoria de
trabalho. janaina.weissheimer@gmail.com.

Edward Zhisheng Wen, is currently a full-timelecturerin Department
of English Language and Literature, Hong Kong Shue Yan University,
HKSAR, China. Meanwhile, he is completing his PhD dissertation
on “Effects of working memory capacity on L2 speech planning and
performance” at the Chinese University of Hong Kong. Previously,
Mr. Wen had worked as a lecturer of College English in South
China Normal University (Guangzhou, China) for several years.
His main research interests include: Second Language Acquisition,
Psycholinguistics, Task-based Language Teaching and Learning.
He has published some research papers on working memory and
language aptitude in academic journals in China. wenzhisheng@
hotmail.com.

Donesca Xhafaj holds a Master’s degree in Letras/Inglés e Literatura
correspondente from Universidade Federal de Santa Catarina (2006)
in the area of second language acquisition. She has also been a teacher
of English for 10 years and is currently pursuing her PhD at the same
graduate program. At the moment, her main research interests are
literacy acquisition and metalinguistic awareness, but she is also
interested in L2 speech production, task-based approach, and L2
learners’ individual differences. Her email is donescax@gmail.com

Maircia Zimmer is a full-time professor at the Graduate Program
of Applied Linguistics at UCPel (Catholic University of Pelotas),
where she has taught and advised graduate students on second
language acquisition and cognition-related issues, with a special
emphasis on dynamic systems and L2 speech production. Marcia.
zimmer@gmail.com.



