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ILHA DO DESTERRO: 40 YEARS AND A FRESH SPIRIT

As 2019 comes to a close, we open volume 72(3) with a note of celebration
for a remarkable milestone reached by Ilha do Desterro: 40 years of uninterrupted
publication since its first volume, issued in 1979. To suggest that [lha’s 40" anniversary
is a great achievement could even be seen as an understatement as the journals
trajectory “along time and space represents not only the process of consolidation
of an academic journal [...] but also the mapping of a culturally marked space
that shows the value of transnational partnership among scholars in a connected
world” (“A Journal’s Journey” 9). Very few journals in Brazil have had such a solid
publication history, which places Ilha do Desterro at the forefront of research and
critical productions in an international context.

Such a significant trajectory could only be wished for in 1979. In his “Statement
of Origins,” Hugh Fox calls the journal a “pile of sticks” as still a meagre attempt at
building a new venue for the publication and circulation of contemporary literary
works in English. However, despite acknowledging the journal’s modest origins, Fox
recognizes its freshness and vitality stating the volume follows the essence of the
60’s: experimental and not poor in spirit; he also challenges its readers and future
editors to “take [the] small pile of sticks and build it into more stately mansions” (4).
After 40 years in print since its first volume, Ilha do Desterro has certainly become a
robust locus for the publication of critical works on the study of English Language,
Literatures in English, and on Cultural Studies. In addition, and possibly most
importantly, Ilha has kept its spirit fresh as it has renewed itself through some of the
major changes in its editorial line along the years.

The journals’ main editorial accomplishments have already been presented and
celebrated in different moments throughout the journal’s history. In 1991, for example,
Susana Funk and Carmen Rosa Caldas edit a retrospective issue of I/ha do Desterro,
in which they discuss the journal’s academic visibility in a national and international
scenario. Twenty years later, in 2011, the essay “Ilha do Desterro: inser¢des no local,
no nacional e no transnacional,” by Renata Wasserman and Anelise R. Corseuil,
presents a comprehensive contextualization of the journal’s main editorial policies
since its first publication as llha do Desterro: A Journal of Criticism Centering
Around the Invisible Generation 1 (Mar 1979): 1-42. In 2018, celebrating its 70"
volumes, //ha’s new editorial team, comprised of Renata Wasserman, Anelise R.
Corseuil, Magali Sperling Beck, Mailce Borges Mota, and Rosane Silveira, publishes
the essay “A journal’s journey across time and space”. In it, they do not only recover
1lha’s history of publication, but also present a wide-ranging discussion of the varied
thematic issues that have characterized the journal’s approach to the publication of
works on Language, Literature and Cultural Studies in an Anglophone context.

Having the above retrospectives in mind, and as a way to celebrate its 40™

anniversary, Ilha do Desterro will re-publish, along the year of 2020, a few of the texts
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that have marked its history. It is our belief that, by re-visiting those texts, the journal will
create an opportunity for further reflection on Ilha’s continuous commitment to present
state-of-the-art research and critical productions that have instigated its readers since its
conception. As 2019 marks the 40 years of its first volumes, nothing more appropriate
than re-visiting here some of the poems published in 1979, which were described by
Hugh Fox as poems by the “invisible generation”. According to Fox, these poems were
written by unknown American poets at the time and published by small publishing
houses. As a form of celebrating the accomplishment and vision of Ilha’s first editors,
Hugh Fox and Dilvo Ristoff, we present Tony Quaglianos poem, published in ITha’s first
issue. The poem was followed by a translation from one of our former graduate students
of PPGI - Programa de Pés-Graduagio em Inglés: Estudos Linguisticos e Literarios at
UFSC, where the journal was created and consolidated as an international journal.

We wish you all a great reading.

The Editors
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