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To Censorious Courtling!

Courtling, I rather thou shouldst utterly
Dispraise my work than praise it frostily:
When I am read thou feign'st a weak applause,
As if thou wert my friend, but lack'dst a cause.
This but thy judgement fools; the other way
Would both thy folly and thy spite betray.

(Ben Jonson, Epigram 52)

To Courtling

I grieve not, Courtling, thou are started up
A chamber-critic, and dost dine and sup

At madam's table, where thou mak'st all wit
Go high or low as thou wilt value it.

'Tis not thy judgement breeds the prejudice:
Thy person only, Courtling, is the vice.

(Ben Jonson, Epigram 72)

On Playwright

Playwright, by chance, hearing some toys I'd writ,
Cried to my face, they were the elixir of wit;

And I must now believe him: for today

Five of my jests, then stolen, passed him a play.?

(Ben Jonson, Epigram 100)

(These epigrams were first published in Epigrammes I. Booke. London,
M.DC.XVI).?

A"Courtling"is a chamber critic who gives his opinions in private: the word also connotes effeminacy
(Oxford English Dictionary).

"passed him a play"or "enabled him to make a passable play" (q.v. Donaldson, op. cit. p. 55, note 100).

From Donaldson, Ian (ed.) Ben Jonson Poems. London,Oxford and New York: Oxford University
Press, 1975.
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