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Over the past thirty years, the field of Global History has provided the means 
towards innovative approaches to old and new historical subjects alike. This 
special issue continues this tradition by fixing the lens of Global History onto 

the subject of internationalism, which has recently been marked by a resurgence of 
academic interest. Scholars such as Tiffany Florvil, Adom Getachew, Or Rosenboim, 
Glenda Sluga, and Patricia Clavin have helped extend the study of internationalism 
beyond the nation-state, its foreign policies, and international institutions (FLORVIL, 
2018; GETACHEW, 2019; ROSENBOIM, 2017; SLUGA; CLAVIN, 2017). While their 
works still engage with the realms of high politics, they also introduce new actors and 
spaces, such as internationalisms of world socialist theories in the Second International 
(1889–1916), competing internationalist debates in the League of Nations (1920-1946), 
and anti-colonial, anti-imperialist internationalisms in the context of Afro-Asian solidarity 
and the Bandung conference (1955). New research has also led to discussions around 
the critical role played by transnational and transimperial women’s movements, anti-
racist and Black networks, global peace movements as well as different religions. These 
diverse subjects illustrate the protean forms of internationalism and have unearthed the 
plethora of political imaginaries of the international sphere which flourished during the 
long twentieth century alongside and in competition with nationalism and imperialism. 
Recent studies of internationalisms have also raised new questions, for example 
in relation to different ideas of ‘world making’, about the mediums of international 
exchange, and about internationalism’s inherent tensions, limits, and exclusions. 
These debates contribute to the growth and solidification of Global History as a field. 

An awareness of the multiplicity of internationalisms is a central concern of this 
special issue. In particular, we believe it is essential to deconstruct the ideological 
monoliths of the Cold War such as the idea of a uniform socialist internationalism. 
Sufficient distance since the collapse of the Soviet Union allows us to reevaluate the 
history of internationalism in new terms. In addition, our current position in the second 
decade of the twenty-first century provides impetus for this work as it now appears that 
the end of history moment has finally come to a close in a decade that is shaped by 
the resurgence of both nationalist and internationalist activities (CUNLIFFE; HOARE; 
HOCHULI 2021). This special issue seeks to extend this current of history writing 
further. It brings together novel subjects and diverse approaches to the intersection 
between the methodologies of Global History on the one hand and histories of 
internationalism on the other. 

The idea for this special issue dates back to 2019, when we first began, together 
with a small group of PhD students from Global and Colonial History based at Humboldt 
University and the Free University Berlin, engaging with the frameworks provided by 
recent histories of internationalism. These efforts led to the organisation of a four-day 
digital workshop in October 2020 which was supported by the Association for Political 
History at the University of Leiden, re:work Berlin, the Global Intellectual History 
Graduate School and the Emmy Noether Research Group “Reaching the People” at 
Free University Berlin. Through this workshop, we aimed to bring into dialogue early 
career scholars from different regions and institutional backgrounds. Under the title 
“Internationalisms in the (Long) 20th Century”, it posed a number of broad research 
questions to reveal common themes and connecting methodologies. For example, we 
discussed how conflicting views of internationalism travelled across time and space 
and what mediums – from mass print media, literature, and film to radio, images, and 
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transportation technologies – allowed for the dissemination of internationalist concepts 
beyond national and imperial confines. 

The workshop participants also highlighted the contradictions and tensions inherent 
to internationalist ideas, paying closer attention to forms of exclusions, censorship, 
and discrepancies between internationalist projects and their implementation. The 
two keynote speakers, Michael Goebel (2015) and Valeska Huber (2013), each spoke 
to these tensions which also inform their own research agendas. Echoing this view, 
workshop inputs by Ilaria Scaglia, Ismay Milford, and Thuc Linh Nguyen Vu further 
broadened the scope by respectively bringing topics such as the history of emotions, 
East African transnational activism, and histories of global socialism into conversation 
with existing research on internationalism. 

With this special issue, we want to continue the workshop discussion and to 
further explore different concepts, methodologies, and cases in which the histories of 
internationalism and global history intersect. Esboços provides a particularly suitable 
space for us to push the conversation further. It allows us to bring in multilingual 
academic voices from across the globe and different academic contexts. 

SYNCHRONICITY AND CIRCULATION

The concepts of circulation and synchronicity play a large role in the relationship 
between Global History and internationalism discussed in this special issue. Together 
these concepts provide a means to express the movement of ideas, people and objects, 
their diversity and mutability, and the direct interactions, or lack thereof, between them. 
Circulation in particular has become widely adopted in the language of Global History, 
featuring prominently in the titles of numerous publications (BHATTI; FEICHTINGER; 
HÜLMBAUER, 2020; BOSE; MANJAPRA, 2010). It offers a vocabulary for global 
historians to describe global connections and comparisons which have become 
cornerstones of the discipline (GÄNGER, 2017). Circulation is often applied to contexts 
of different border-crossings, making it particularly useful to discussions involving 
internationalism. 

In this special issue, circulation plays an important role to many of the articles 
included, such as Lucia Chermont’s (2021) contribution on the international dissemination 
of the Khrushchev Report (1956) by the magazine Aonde Vamos? published by the 
Jewish community in Brazil in the late 1950s. In particular, Chermont highlights how 
the circulation of the report promoted disputes between Brazilian militants on the right 
and the left who fought over the interpretation of the document. Similarly, Amanda 
Pereira dos Santos (2021) examines the circulation of people in relation to the role 
of immigration policies in Brazil. Specifically, Pereira demonstrates how agreements 
signed between the Brazilian government, the United Nations’ International Refugee 
Organization, and the Intergovernmental Committee for European Migration in the 
1940s and 1950s not only promoted discussion about the ‘ideal migrant’; but at the 
same time, migration also met the demand for labor in the agricultural and industrial 
sectors in Brazil. 

Although less prominent than circulation, synchronicity also presents a useful 
conceptual tool for historians to study events or phenomena that are contemporaneous 
and meaningful even if geographically distant. For research on the history of 
internationalism, this is particularly useful when studying how both similar and divergent 
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understandings of internationalism developed in different places. Sebastian Conrad’s 
work suggests an even broader understanding of synchronicity that can describe 
more than simply spatial distance but can also incorporate other dimensions such as 
ideological or political ones (CONRAD, 2017). For instance, Jônatan Coutinho da Silva 
de Oliveira (2021) speaks to this broad concept of synchronicity in his analysis of media 
debates in different Brazilian newspapers about Brazil’s veto of Germany’s entry to the 
Executive Council of the League of Nations in 1926. In contrast, Reinaldo Lindolfo 
Lohn (2021) takes up the synchronicity of political developments by looking at debates 
around re-democratization in Latin America and Europe in the mid-1970s. Specifically, 
his article examines how in 1976, Brazilian and Portuguese newspapers identified 
connections between parallel cultural and political transformations in Latin America 
and Europe, for instance by engaging with Willy Brandt’s vision of social democracy. 

Circulation and synchronicity both play a key role in João Camilo Grazziotin Portal 
and Lúcio Geller Júnior's contribution (2021) which examines political synchronicities in 
relation to the entrenchment of conservative national cultures in the twenty-first century. 
In particular, the authors highlight how conservative Brazilian politicians mobilised public 
memory of post-Soviet nationalism in Ukraine to justify their own political trajectories. As 
such, Portal and Júnior demonstrate continuities between the two centuries through the 
circulation of information between Europe and Latin America.

SITES OF INTERNATIONALISM 

In addition to different theoretical and intellectual traditions of internationalisms, 
the contributions to this special issue further highlight the varying sites and spaces in 
which internationalism has taken shape historically. Different scholars have engaged 
with the spatial and geographical conditions that foster internationalisms: for example, 
Madeleine Herren (2017) has brought to light the global contacts facilitated by the 
urban setting of interwar Geneva, while Marc Matera (2015) has zoomed in on London 
as a hub of Black internationalism in the first half of the twentieth century. Michael 
Goebel (2015) has further drawn attention to the ways in which interwar Paris formed 
a space for anti-imperialist activism by making possible interpersonal connections, 
educational networks, and informational exchanges between different migrant groups 
and anti-imperialist activists. More recently, Eric Burton (2019) has highlighted African 
capitals like Cairo, Accra and Dar-es-Salaam as “nodal points of transnational anti-
colonial networks” from the 1950s onwards.

 Several contributions in this special issue actively engage with this scholarship. 
They emphasize the connections between internationalist thinking, actors, and 
networks on the one hand and the global connectivity of metropolitan cities or colonial 
metropolises on the other. For example, Simeon Marty (2021) draws on Harold 
Moody’s League of Coloured Peoples to demonstrate how the numerous Pan-African 
organisations based in London during the Second World War exchanged ideas about 
a post-war order without empire and, as such, informed each other’s political activism. 
In this way, Marty adds to recent scholarship on the city of London as a hub for 
anticolonial struggles and Black internationalism during the first half of the twentieth 
century (MATERA, 2015). Similarly, Emilien Tortel’s article (2021) explores the urban 
dimensions of internationalist solidarity networks in the French city of Marseille between 
1940 and 1942. Tortel argues that as the main harbour of then still unoccupied France, 
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Marseille experienced an enormous influx of refugees from all over Europe during 
this period, effectively making the city a core site of humanitarianism where different 
internationalist visions encountered each other, converged, and also competed. 

Thomas Lindner’s article (2021) shows that the conglomeration of internationalist 
activism and thought in urban spaces was by no means limited to colonial metropolises. 
Exploring the origins of anti-imperialism in Mexico City in the 1920s, Lindner 
convincingly demonstrates that activists, artists, and thinkers in the Mexican capital 
were inspired primarily by the revolutions, anti-colonialist movements, and alternative 
models of modernity from across Asia and Africa. Their locally rooted engagement with 
internationalist ideas, according to Lindner, ultimately facilitated the creation of new 
visions of the world that were centred on tricontinental politics. 

SOUTH-SOUTH DIALOGUES

A truly global history of internationalism must critically engage with the 
conceptions, actors, and challenges to “Third World” internationalism and  “South-
South cooperation”. For instance, Lucas Duarte’s article (2021) analyses how the 
periodic left-wing press in Southern Cone countries formulated multiple visions of the 
“Third World” during the 1960s and 1970s. His essay highlights the common anti-
imperialist agenda that connected liberation movements in Latin America with anti-
colonial struggles in Vietnam, Angola, and Algeria. Duarte research suggests that such 
“Third World” connections, which took shape both outside and within international 
institutions, provide fruitful contexts for research that seeks to explore alternative forms 
of internationalism. 

Aline Duarte da Graça Rizzo’s article (2021) makes an important methodological 
contribution to this debate by fundamentally questioning the concept of “South-South 
cooperation” in itself. She investigates the role of South-South cooperation in twentieth 
century foreign-policy making and argues that Diego Olsten’s approach to global 
history can help overcome Euro- and Anglo-centric debates. As Rizzo demonstrates, 
internationalism could be a bridge between Global History and International Relations 
as disciplines. 

Approaching the topic of archives, Matheus Serva Pereira’s article (2021) 
argues that when studying internationalism, scholars must be willing to explore multiple 
locations in search of sources. This is particularly true for the context of histories of 
internationalism in colonial contexts, where decolonization processes have often 
resulted in the scattering of archives. The example that Pereira uses to drive home 
this point is the film 25 (1974) which was produced by an international film team from 
Brazil and, in the context of decolonization, displaced to archives across Africa, South 
America and Europe. As such, Pereira shows how internationalism allows us to rethink 
the ways in which to delineate the dimensions and spaces of our research agendas. 

WRITING GLOBAL HISTORIES OF INTERNATIONALISM 
DURING THE PANDEMIC 

The ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has affected the ways in which we think 
about and practise internationalism in many ways: border-closures, global travel 
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restrictions, and vaccine nationalism have shifted focus to the role of nation-states 
in handling international crises, while simultaneously highlighting the deep-rooted 
challenges of international cooperation. However, and somewhat paradoxically, 
the new circumstances have generated the need for a deeper engagement with 
internationalist ideas, solidarity, and cooperation. We hope that our special issue 
provides a contribution to these timely debates and invites scholars to critically think 
about the historic multiplicity of internationalisms. 
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