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Th i s i s a co urse c aus e s a nd r eme d i e s o f th e s e

book des igned t o be use d by

un i ve r s it y s t udent s o f Eng l is h

ei t her in t he fi na l s eme s t e rs

of underg r adu ate study or .l u r ,

i ng a gr a dua te p rogram . I t is

j us t wha t the t i t le s 3ys - - a

p r act ical co u rse boo k in bas i c

Engl i s h pho net i c s an d phono l ogy

a imed a t tr ai nin g t he s t ude n t

o r (fu t u r e) t e a ch er t o det ect

h i s /h er own p r on un c i a ti on er

r o rs or th os e o f (fu t ure ) stu 

de nts , a nd t o re cogn ize t he

e r r ors .

One of t he s tron g

po in t s of t he book i s i ts read

abi li t y - -exp lana tio ns are

c l e a r and co nc i se , wi t hou t an

ov e rlo ad of unnecessar y t e c h

n i cal det ai l. Pr e vi ou s know

lcdvc of phone t ics or phono lo 

gy is not ne ces sary, a s a l l

essen t i a l co nce p t s and voca b~

l a r y are ex p l a i ne d when needed

to unders ta nd a rticu la t ory

p r oce ss e s . Where othe r writers

Fllagme,Lto~; Il . VLLE/UFSC, Fi oJt.<.anopow . N9 2, 141 .1 44 , Jtd. IDe. z . 1986

14 1



di sagr ee on th eoreti cal i s su e s

(e. g. whether or no t Engl i sh

ha s stre s s-timed rh ythm ) o r

terminolog y (e.g . voi ced /voic~

l ess versus f o r ti s/l en i s ) ,Roach

ha s f ound it i mport an t t o tam i l

i a r i ze the re a der with bot h

th eorie s or both t erm s, and t o

gi ve pr actical rea sons f or h i s

cho i ce of one or th e other.

More det ailed expl a

nations, dis cussion of i s sue s,

further reference s f or eac h

chapter , and a comprehen sive

bibliograp hy are re served for

the tutor 's boo k , mak ing it

us eful for t he adva nce d s tudent

work in g independ entl y . The tu

to r' s book als o in clud e s a di s

cuss i on of the vari ous ped;lgog

ica l app l i ca t i ons of ap plied

phoneti c s, deta il e d no tes fo r

th e t ea chin g of e a c h chap t e r ,

and a mos t inter e sti ng s ection

givin g s uggesti on s f o r t he

te ach er who want s t o p r oduce

h i s own supp l ement ar y mate ri aL

The stu dent' s book

i s organized into twe nt y ch ap 

ters pr ov i d i ng rel ev ant phono

lo gical and phonet ic informa

ti on, followed by nin ete en co~

r e sponding t ape unit s, gi vin g

practi ce i n pro nunciation, di ~

criminat io n a nd de scription.All

e xe rc is e s a r e r e co rde d on two

a c co mpa ny i ng ca s sett e t ap e s.

Usin g Briti sh RP (Recei ved Pr o

nun ciat i on) as the mode l , t he

cour se be g in s wi t h a discuss ion

o f i nd ividua l seg me n ts , t he n

mov e s i n to syl lab Le s t r uc t ur e ,

wor d s t r e s s , we a k forms of gra!!l

matical o r fu nc t io n wor d s , as 

pect o f co nnec t ed sp e ech su c h

a s a s s i mil ati on, e li si on and

I ink in g, and finall y i nto nation.

I n hi s dis cu s si on of

vowels, Roa ch adop ts the usua l

British di s tin ct i on between

short vowel s, l on g vowel s,diph

thong s and t riphthong s (i nc l u~

ing in the two l a t t e r t ho s e re

presented graph ically by post 

vocali c 2: ) ' In the se c t i ons on

con son ant s, he op ts fo r the

forti s /L enis dist inct ion as

opposed t o vo ic e d / vo ic e l e ss ;he

a dopt s t he te rm app r ox i ma n t s

f o r t he seg me n t s / j I , Iw/ and

I r/ ; and he ma ke s a cl ear di s

tin cti on betwee n sy llab ic co n

son ant s and t ho s e pre ced ed by

I a I .
For wor d st res s Roac h

a dop ts a ra t he r ec lec t ic ap -

proa ch, e x tra c ting what he

fee ls t o be th e mo s t us e fu l ge!:l.

er al i za ti on s fo r si mp le words

from Chom sk y ~n d Halle ' s ( The

Sound Patt ern o f Engl i sh ) ~ C J1 

cr~t iv c stres s rule s . Howe ver,

inc luded in the se "u s efu l "gl' l1

er~ li z ~ ri on s a re se ve r a l th at

r fe e L ar e more li ke l y t o co n

fuse s t ude n t s , becau s e of
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underlying representations not

identifiable from the spellin~

For example, the rule which

stre s se s the antepenultimate

syllable of nouns ending in

two s yllables with short vowels

and s i ngl e or no con sonant s i~

e l udes many word s such as c i n 

e ma , cus t ody , and venison,

where the middle vowel could

easil y be interpreted as the

long vowe l l i : 1 ~ n d the diph

thong s laal and la z l r e sp ec

t i ve ly . I might add that na

tive speakers ha ve been shown to

give these alternative inter

pret ations for non sense word s

f o l l owi ng th e s a me graphic pai

terns (Baptista, 1984).

For c omp l e x words

Roach lists the most p roduc-

t ive suffi xes, grouping together

tho se that ha ve a s i mil a r ef

fect on stress placement. Al

though I feel this approach is

useful to the s t ude n t , I think

it coul d be impro ved upon by

ta king adv ant a ge o f Guierre's

graphiclphonological grouping s

to include a greater number of

suf f i xes. For exampl e, the s u f

fi. xe s -~ , - .ion, -ious, i.n

c l u clc d by Roach, cons t i t u t e

r~rt of Guierre's (1970) group

-iY(C), along wi th -iant ,-ience,

~ n d innumerou s others wh i ch

Roach does not menti on .

misleading rule giving primary

stress to the second elementof

compounds whose first element

is adjectival. This is unfor

tunate, as Kingdon's detailed

survey (1958) has shown thisto

be true only in the specific

categories of past participle~

noun (e.g. split peas) ,adjective

+ adjective (e v g . red hot)

adjective + past participl e

~g.0ad-tempered) and adjective

+ adverb (e.g. nearby). It i s

not true for the very large

class of adjective + nou n

(e.g.gentleman), adjecti ve +

nomen agentis (e .g. newcomer),

and ~-form + noun (e.g. steer

~-wheel).

Roach's five-chapter

t reatment o f intonat ion is, in

my op inion, the strongest part
of the bo o k , Drawing on various

British analyses, especially

that of Crystal, he progresses

without hurry from the simple

to the complex, add ing one as

pect at a time, always after

sufficient practice has been

given on the pre vious one. His

description of intonation in

chapters 15, 16 and 17 begin s

wi th pi tch (using the word in

its broad sense to cover both

auditory s ensa t i on and actual

fundamental frequenc y)-- high

and low; then moves on to t onl'--For compound words

Roach has included a totally
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[a l l , ri se, f a l l - r i se , r i se

- fall and level; proced e s t o

des cribe the ton e unit with

its head, pre-head, ton ic sYl

labl e, and t ail; and concl des

by giving the variou s p itch

and tone pos sibilities with in

the tonic unit. In Roach' s ex

ampl es and e xerci ses, the pr~

gression i s also gra dua l , fr om

one syll abl e t one - uni t s t o

smal l - phr ase t one unit s t o

larger-phra se tone unit s .
Chapter s 18 a nd 19 di s

c uss the va r i ous f unc t i ons of

i nto na t i on- -a t ti t ud i na l , ac 

centual, gr ammat i cal and dis 

cour s e , agai n drawing fr om

various Br it is h scho l a r s on

the subj ec t . Although Roach

c laims th a t through thi s course

boo k f o r e ign l ear ner s wi l l

l earn onl y t o "re cogni se a nd

copy English intonati on" ( p .

114 ) , need ing ac t ua l co n vers~

ti on wi t h nat i ve s pea ke rs to

us e it appr opria te ly ; my s t u

dent s, af te r work ing ha rd o n
the very challengi ng tape-units,

fe l t much more conf ident in

their own us e of intonation.

In co ncl us io n , in spi te

o f my c ri tic i s ms o f sec t io ns

on word stres s, and my s l igh t

di s app ointment a t f i nd i ng al-

most no reference s to d i f -

fe re nces in Ame r ica n p ro -

nun ci at i on; I believe the boo k

i s ver y su c ce ss fu l i n r e achin g

it s main ob jec t i ves of ( 1) p r~

sc n t ing in s i mpl if ie d f o r mboth

pho ne tic a nd ph onol ogi cal de 

sc ri pt ions o f tho s e as pec t s of

the Eng l i s h s ound sys tem whic h

a re mos t impor tan t fo r accura te

pr onunc iation , and ( 2) g iv

ing the f ore i gn l earner /teacher

app r opri a te trainin g in dis

cri mina t io n and p r oduct i on o f

the s e as pe c ts , f o r t he pu r pos e

of i mpr ov i ng h i s /h e r pron unci 

a tion , a nd th at o f his / her s t~

dent s. Bot h my s tudents and [ found

wo r ki ng wi t h th e boo k c x t r c~ e

l y pr o fit a bl e.
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