WOMEN OF GANGSTERS:
chronicle of a less-than-
musical city
ALBA ZALUAR

Whenever the subject is violent crime,
where outlaws are in charge, women
are not the main protagonists. They are
nofthe bosses (or "they don‘thave their
noses on the line”, as the group slang
would have it), and they don’t defend
their place in this business through the
constantuse of guns. Guns, the epitome
of phallic symbols, are men’s business,
and they mark the passage from occa-
sional, peripheral crime to a full-time
career in this viclent enterprise. How-
ever, women are not left out of the world
of crime entirely. On the contrary, they
play a diversified, complex role in it.
Statistically speaking, women generally
participate much less than men do in
crime. Accordingto asurveywedidina
poor neighborhood of Rio de Janeiro,
womenrepresentedless than 25% of the
370 individuals involved in the drug
gangs there and only a slightly higher
percentage of the some 1,500 individu-
als involved in either occasional theft
("moonlighting”) or full-time careers in
theft and robbery.

Such statistics differ little from data in
penitentiaries in other countries. In Eng-
land, for example, men now stand six
times greater chance than women of
ending upin a penitentiary, while young
people (under21 yearsof age) run arisk
of imprisonment five times greater than
people over 21, and working-class indi-
viduals are four times more likely to be
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put in jail than those from the middle
class (Jones, 1981). We can attribute
such discrepancies both to the more
repressive public policies in relation to
poor youth and the pervasive male-
chauvinist culture in this institutional con-
text.

According to sfreet siang, the majority
of the women “involved” in this business
(those who are not actually counted as
members of drug or robbery gangs) play
asecondary roie in such delinquent ac-
fivities. They specialize in robbing shops
and supermarkets, where they take
clothing, food, drink, and anything else
they can get theirhands on to divide up
among themselves or share with their
men. The older women are more skiliful
at the art of carrying various kinds of
merchandise between their legs and
walking around the supermarket as if
nothing were going on. They are the so-
called "minas' de pisa” (or “light-step-
ping girls”), since they walk around the
stores without arousing suspicion. The
younger women, who are not as skillful
at “stepping light”, walk into the stores,
fill up shopping bags, and walk right out
past the cashiers and security guards,
taking theirchances. They are known as
“baggers”. They are not considered
thieves, nor do they see themselves as
such, since they don't carry guns or get
involved in the drug wars. As one bag-
ger put it:

“women go for the goods, but they‘re
afraid when they do.... It's easier for
men, since men can pull their guns and
start a war. Me, a woman, I'd never do

'*Minas®: a corruption of meninas, or “glrls”, akin
to “chicks”.
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that, because there aren’t any women'’s
gangs? in Rio de Janeiro.

| only met three women who were not
thieves per se but had become famous
in the poor neighborhood | studied be-
cause of their part in criminal activity:
old Dadéas3, owner of a marijuana drop-
off point since the 1960s; Sueli Brazdo, a
brave thief who fought for her men at
knifepoint; and Dona Erinis, mother of a
convict, who minded a marijuana hus-
tle for her son. Nearly all of the rest of
the women merge into this mass of juve-
nile delinquents who practice petty
theft, shoplifting, picking pockets, etc.,
either to supplement their low wages
(many of them both work and steal) or
because they no longer want to work. It
Is an anonymous mass thatisignored by
official crime statistics and never makes
newspaper headlines. However, the re-
lationship between women and crimi-
nals is extremely complex and interest-
ing and helps explain the division of
labor in crime.

Daddbelongedto the underworldin the
old days, when the drug traffic was not
such a lucrative business, organized at
gunpoint. It was a sleepy, almost family
business, since it only involved anony-
mous pushers, a supplier who brought
the goods in by truck. and a small, fa-
miliar bunch of customers. Dona Dad&
was no different from other women who
headed families, a common situation in
poor Brazilian neighborhoods With sev-
eral children by various fathers who she
raised by herself, she set up in business
without fighting for the spot or having to

2The term “gang” (*quadrilha” in Portuguese) is
only used when the members carry guns to de-
fend themselves from the police, victims, possi-
ble witnesses, and competing robbers and are
at war with other gangs The term [s thus not
used to designate any other group of Individu-
als that may join together for some criminal act,
llke the “arrastao”, or “dragnet”, which is more
the result of @ momentary, contaglous exper!-
ence, even though it is also performed by a
group

3 All names are fictitious
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kill off her competitors. She and another
woman, Dona Maria, sold for the same
supplier. But she was different from other
mothers of matricentric families in that
she was familiar with the underworld -
old and battered, she used to force
some of her customers to have sex with
her before she would give them their
drugs. She was a mixture of mother-
woman and macho who chooses and
imposes his will on his sex partners. When
the drug war began in 1977, she gave
up selling manjuana and turned her spot
over to Zé Pequeno (Little Joe). ¢ fa-
mous neighborhood gangster, since de-
ceased. Dona Dadd is stll alive and
has a number of grandchildren.

Sueli Brazdo was a strong, brave, inde-
pendent woman who became famous
in the neighborhood in the seventies.
She had neither a permanent hustle nor
a permanent man. She did not hesitate
to employ violence, robbing and steal-
ing in order to keep her economic inde-
pendence and support whatever man
happened to be with her. She used a
stiletto to hold off rival women. She was
asamba dancer with a passionate tem-
per. Men and women feared her. In her
own way, she warded off the kind of vio-
lence that women in the marijuana traf-
fic usually suffer, but the price she paid
was to become like the men in their
methods for solving disputes. She was a
femalein herlove formen and a male In
herway of fighting for them. When street
life changed and gunfights became
commonplace, Sueli decided to
straighten up. She got married and had
kids andis now arespectable housewife.
Dona Erinis gotinto the action when the
drug trade had already become a syno-
nym for warfare. To keep hold of a mari-
juana outlet, you could not lower your
guard for a minute, and that is how
things still are today. A “front man” is
obliged to keep all his undetrlingsin line,
to keep his eyes peeled, to make sure
his competitors are not taking too big a
slice of the action by selling more or
better goods or acquiring more fire



power. He has to do right by his supplier,
who is no longer just a man coming
around In a truck., Otherwise, he gets
ripped off, has his spot taken, or is sim-
ply wiped out by competitors from both
inside and outside his gang. To carry a
gun at all times, to kill or be killed, and
to keep constant surveiliance over the
gang’s-power are simply everyday con-
cerns for Dona Erinis. She only took
charge when her son was arrested, and
she did it to guarantee his controt over
a marijuana outlet, She is also a mixture
of mother-woman and macho in her dis-
pute over men, Old and toothless, she
even uses a gun to force men to have
sex with her. She once kept a cocaine
addict at gunpoint, with a lot of coke,
to force him to spend an entire week-
end with her. He left her place straight
for the hospital. Dona Erinis is still in
charge of herson’s gang, and every day
she runs the risk of violent death.

These three masculine women were al-
ways referred to by people from the
neighborhood as special cases, out of
the ordinary. In fact, in their life histo-
ries, they deny the more common expe-
riences told by women who take partin
the world of crime. Yet they managed
to be accepted like thisand to become
famous in their respective neigh-
borhoods.

Women'sinvolvement usually begins ei-
ther when they fall in love with criminals
or get hooked on drugs. They start to
steal in order to help support their boy-
friends or to buy dope. They also hide
drugs and guns at home and shopilift to
give theirmen fancy clothes and money.
However, hanging around a drug outlet
and a gang of men means running the
risk of getting raped by the boys. The
rationale, in the words of some gangs. is
a twisted one: "She gave In to my
brother,” or “She gaveintosomebody,”
sonow, *She hasto give into everybody
else”, whether she likes it or not.

Still, other women are noft free from dan-
ger, especially the prettier, more cov-
eted ones. Toinsinuate, to be seductive,

to dress up in such a way as to highlight
the beauty of one’s body, can be fatal
for a woman in the neighborhood. To
go outtoo much and with several differ-
ent men is interpreted as behavior fit-
ting of a “slut”. Some of the “sluts” had
been gang-raped by members of the
“bad”, “heavy”, "bloody” gangs. Oth-
ers had been raped by just one man,
But “dykes” are also at risk. One of the
more terribly moving interviews was with
alesbian who had been gang-raped by
all of the boys from one gang on the
same night. This woman left the
neighborhood and never returned.
Some of the criminals who were seen in
the neighborhood as twisted and cruel
became famous, like Maninho Negdo
(“Little Big Black Brother”), who claims
to have raped over a hundred poor,
middle-class, and rich women in the
course of years of activity as arapist and
thief. Even today, years after being
killed, the mention of his name arouses
disgust in neighborhood women and
probably helped sow hatred of poor
youth in the adjacent middle-class
neighborhoods, where he used to wait
for husbands to leave home before
breaking in and raping the women.
Maninho Negdo, however, was killed In
prison as revenge for having murdered
a truck driver who furnished dope 1o lo-
cal gangs.

Gang members thus keep strict, viotent
control over women’s sexual behavior.
Meanwhile, men brag about their own
prowess whenever the women they se-
duce orrape are considered "stuts” and
only half-censure each other good-
naturedly when one of the guys goes
overboard and rapes any other woman
for just any reason. The only ones who
are considered rapists are the ones who
do it as a habit. Only then do the men
talk about somebody “raping other
men’s daughters” or “not respecting
families”.

While the law of the streets used to radi-
cally condemn rape and prescribe ex-
emplary punishment for transgressors, at
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atime when family morails still prevailed,
nowadays sexual liberationhasbecome
sointertwined with rape that, like death,
it has become banalé. Only habitual rap-
ists are identified and sometimes thrown
out of the neighborhood orlynched®. The
problemisthat gangs have abandoned
the kind of “respect” for others that used
to prevail in the underworld, although
some attempts have been made to po-
liticize and maintain a respectable
fagade for organized crime in Rio de
Janeiro.

Yetitis the criminals themselves who are
quick to cite seductive women as the
cause of feuding among men: "t was a
woman who led me into the life of
crime.” Many of them speak of the en-

4Some anthropologlsts, ike Sahlins (1987) and
Dumezil (ofter Sahlins) have suggested a rela-
tionship between power that Is external to soci-
ety, which takes on the signs of virllity, and the
viclation of the people, which takes the signs of
femininity, Hawailan chlefs came from the sea
and were considered foreign gods; they sym-
bolically received native women during the en-
thronement rituals. Dumeazil, taking the rape of
the Sabine women in Roman historical forma-
tion, differentiates between a virile, youthful,
violent power prevalling in the beginning
(ceiéritas) and a mature power based on the
peaceful, procreative character of a well-es-
tablished people (gravitas). The paradoxes and
problems of legitimacy and force are presentin
the utilization of rape of women by a violent yet
virlle power.

SThe gang responsible for the most rapings was
called the “lower cases”, a band of thleves that
went to war with the most powerful gang In the
nelghborhood because of the high cuts taken
on valuable stolen goods the “lower cases”
brought back to fence. After Zé Pequeno’s mur-
der, the “lower cases” took over the hustle after
a violent struggle and were nearly all killed off
during a subsequent battle wlth the Comando
Vermeiho (the Red Commando. an organized
crime ring) Because of their disrespectful
behavior, the “iower cases” were held in iow
esteem by the community The Red Commando
foliows a policy of seeking support from the lo-
cal population and therefore combats focal
criminals who mess up the business. It aiso fol-
lows a strict rule of caplital punishment for stoolles
or those who kill merely out of personal revenge.
Death is thelr punishment for individuals (men,
women, and chiidren) who squeal or kill for per-
sonal motlves, but not for rapists
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emies they have made because of
women. Everyone knows the story of the
fight between Zé Pequeno and Manoel
Galinha, the first big fight in the
neighborhood, at dances that were
held by post-rock hippies. Peace and
love as an ideology had already run its
course at these dances, and gangs
waged violent fights over women.
Manoel Galinha was a handsome work-
ing man with a beautiful girlfriend, who
was coveted by Zé Pequeno. a gang
leader who expanded his drug business
at the point of a gun. He wanfed to
“have it all”, to take over all the drug
outlets in the neighborhood. Zé
Pequeno, who was short and ugly. was
unsuccessful in winning the woman’s
heart and took vengeance, humiliating
Manoelin front of his girifriend by shoot-
ing himin the buttocks and slapping her
around. Manoel decided to organize his
own gang and take revenge. A warhad
been started that would last for several
years, involving other gangs even after
the main protagonists had been killed.
Hundreds of young people died in the
process (Zaluar, 1985 and 1992)%,

While women would appear to be the
main bone of contention, they are in
fact just one more factor in the
signficance of relations between men,
which is in fact the key issue. The same
kind of struggle iswaged over weapons,
dope, and stolen goods. As one disillu-
sioned young pusher said in aninterview:
“...deqdling dope is a business of getting
even. Pushers have always got an eye
on other men’'s goods, even their
women. They'll kil just to get another
man‘s woman.”

It takes violence forthe leader of adrug
gang to prevail. Many inexperienced

sMany women dled in this war from stray buliets
or buliets on target. There were young women,
girls, even pregnant women killed, often after
being tortured because they were suspected of
informing or treason, while for others there was
no apparent motive. A total of 722 young peo-
ple were killed In the course of 15 years of war-
fare,



young men getinto warfare because of
rivalry over a woman. Dope hustling is
thus cited by disillusioned pushers as a
place of distrust and animosity, where
thereis no mutualrespect except forthe
other man’s gun.

Itis also a sexually charged, virile world.
All the men carry guns, and to carry a
gunis to “fucking strut” or to “have your
iron in your belt”. To show off your
weapon, or “to pull your gun out”, is a
common characteristic of such urban
outlaws, yet one which can often prove
fatal. Instead of the verb to rob, they
say “to mount” their victims. used both
for mugging people on the streets and
for breaking and entering. To kill some-
body is to “lay them down”. The prime
audiences for such displays are appar-
ently the women they are trying to im-
press with their power and the money in
their pockets. Yet these are the first men
to be grabbed in police raids. Inspite of
this notorious fact, the young outlaws
never tire of bragging that the "chicks”
go for men who carry guns, because
they feel more protected. Women con-
firm this version:

*...s0 a guy goes and pufs a gun in his
belt, thinks he’s really cool, picks up a
whole bunch of women, makes a baby
in one of them, and dies overnight.
Sometimes the older guys get women
involved in this who have nothing to do
with the scene, and they think it's all
gonna be cool, like it's gonna be like
that famous guy with allkinds of women,
with silver necklaces, and they’re gonna
have it easy, go to a nice motel in a
fancy car and all that.... Most women
ke outlaws...because of thelr guns, they
figure if anybody messes with them,
they’'re gonna get it.... | think a guy like
this thinks, like, he‘s gotanironin his belt,
he’s got a gold chain and a Champion
watch and he thinks fomorrow he’s
gonna have a calculator and | don’t
know what all, and that he’s cool. And
then, one fine day, he goes out to rob
for his lady, and he gets it.”

In this game of seduction, it's important
to flaunt fancy clothes and other out-
ward symbols of wealth: a gold chain,
car, expenses at motels, etc. That’s what
shows you have money in your pocket
that you can spend any time you want,
since “women don‘t like to rough it”.
Young men say they go into crime to
show off forwomen and conquer them.
However, under this emblem of the
femme fatale, womanhood is reduced
to a prop for a young man’s prestige in
the neighborhood: to go to adance surt-
rounded by women, with money in your
pocket, to have everyone greet you,
admire you, envy you. Even here, femi-
ninity is just one more factorin the com-
petition between men.

Still, womanhood can take on other
meanings. When the subject is prison,
women are something else, like Amelia,
a “true woman” in the eyes of the
streetwise carioca of yesteryear, who
hated to work and loved samba and a
vagabond lifestyle’. An outlaw’s true
woman is one who - together with his
mother and sisters - helps him in his hour
of need, when he’s in prison and needs
money, a lawyer, clothing, food, and
everything else. Like Amelia, she suffers
for her husband, brother, or son. But un-
like Amelia, this devoted woman may
come to steal. lie, deal drugs, and even
kill (or be killed) if necessary in order to
help her prisoner, either in collusion with
his narcissism orto save his life. However,
she cannot remain transfixed in the do-
mestic world of womanly concerns and
traditionalroles that Amelia never gave
up. This woman’s struggle is one of life
and death.

7*Amella was a true woman~ Is the refrain from
a famous samba sung for decades In Rlo de Ja-
neiro, telling of a woman with no vanity. The
meaning of the name Amelia was expanded
beyond the song itseif and came to designate
any woman who stays home without complain-
Ing. doing the housework and taking care of the
children
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While some of these women are blinded
to the evil done by the men they are
protecting, in the words of the criminals,
they may be their last link with morality.
Such women represent both protection
and authority. They are the only ones
who can get some kind of respect from
these mené, They are sometimes success-
ful in convincing their men to give up
their lives of crime. The moral and senti-
mental discourse | heard from some
criminals about giving up crime re-
flected both the fear that their mothers
might find out where the money was
coming from and the subsequent shame
and worry atfached to such a discov-
ery, in addition to the suffering of hav-
ing asonin prison. In families forn by the
indifference of the father figure®, for
those on the cutting edge between
crime and work, mothers can help them
stay away from crime., which is other-
wise fostered by a lack of dialogue with
figures of authority like fathers, teach-
ers, the police, and judges.

8 People from the neighborhood and the juve-
nile dellnquents themselves tell a number of sto-
ries about these women that are respected be-
cause of their morai authority. One of these
women, called “tla” ("auntie”) by the young
men, used to care for alittle flower gardenin an
empty lot they used to play football. in the Inter-
views, many of them reported belng careful not
to let the ball fall on the flowers.

?1t is a mistake to think that the maln cause of
opting for crime is the lack of a father figure in
the family Of the some 100 people Interviewed
that were involved in crime, 68% were from com-
plete families Father figures werelackinginonly
27% of the cases. However, aloof, Indifferent, or
authoritarian fathers are common, a sltuation
which overburdens the mothers with the respon-
siblilty for the chlldren’s morai upbringing. *My
mother was the one that taught me morals,” Isa
common statement in poor neighborhoods. The
problem Is that fathers, even when they are
present, have a bad reiationship with the chil-
dren (both boys and girls), showing indlfference
and a lack of disposition for dialogue. Even so,
one cannot affirm that the problem Is situated
only in the family. On the contrary. In modern
soclety, parents are not the oniy ones responsl-
bie for the socialization of youth The moral crisis
more Institutional than anything else
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A careful reading of the interviews re-
vealed the multiple meanings ascribed
to femininity by violent outlaws. Yet it
also showed the critical view women
have of them. As a former woman thief
and now respectable housewife told
me, the men cannot stand going with-
out: *They think, you’'ve either got it, or
you ain‘t got it, there’s no two ways.”
Neither will they submit to anything or
anyone: "They think they can get away
with anything.” Here may be the crux of
the issue: exacerbated male pride and
a thirst for unbridled power in a histori-
cal context of moral and institutional
crisis, with no restraints on the highly Iu-
crative, expanding market for illicit
drugs, sought by consumers as part of
the good life.

While the indifference of the father fig-
ure leads to this unbridled search for
goods and power by violent means,
feminist psychoanalytical theory is cor-
rectin affirming that conventional mas-
culine identity (patriarchal, authoritar-
ian, and chauvinistic), due to the fa-
ther’s negligence in raising children,
becomes an unbridled flight from sub-
mission to the mother and everything she
represents. Andin this case, it is the only
moral upbringing these young men have
had. Feminist psychoanalytical theory is
also correct when it suggests that these
revolted men are far from being post-
conventional subjects, characterized by
pluralism and acceptance of and/or
conviviality with others, who might be
capable of overcoming the dominant
system. On the contrary, these young
men reproduce the system in various
ways, in the way they conceive of mas-
culine identity and relate to their “oth-
ers”, the women.

In this case, to say that the women's
moral strength comes from their police
power within families (Donzelot, 1977)
and that it prevents men from manifest-
ing their revolt is to imply that the drug
traffic, gang war, and violent crime are
viable alternatives to an unjust soclety.
The powers deriving from the drug traf-



fic are as horrifying as the worst of tyran-
nies and in no way contribute to the
building of a new, more just society.
There is an undeniable factin many Bra-
zillan cities today, particularly Rio de
Janeiro, that the drug fraffic is destroy-
ing poor working families and that the
warfare it unleashes is taking the lives of
thousands of young people, particularly
those of color. For these social groups,
this “way out” has been seif-destructive.
Donzelot’s theory belies his male-sexist
and intellectuaily-imperialist character,
since it ascribes a negative value to as-
pects of the feminine experience in the
home, including raising children, whiie
it exalts such values as greed, warfare,
and violence, results of male aggressive-
ness and thirst for power which turns
women into both objects of avarice and
preferential victims.

In the current historical context, revolt
in the face of injustice and hypocrisy is
lostin acts of violence that escape com-
prehension by common people and are
increasingly attributed to an absolute
evil, in which women are nothing more
than bit actresses or victims. Hatred is
no longer devoted to witches, but to
twisted criminals who seem to stop at
nothing with their destructive action.
Like characters from Dostoevsky, these
outiaws have not learned to live with
freedom in modern times, in which God
no ionger exists, moral parameters have
weakened, and institutional restraints
are unjust, inefficient, on nonexistent, as
inthe case of the drug trade. What these
young men fantasize as absolute inde-
pendence is actually a death trap. both
for them and those around them.
While they are just bit actresses in this
modern tragedy., some poor women
have succeeded in overcoming the new
socialrolesimposed on them by thiseco-
nomic system of drug traffic and organ-
ized crime. Together with children, they
resist falling prey to this world of vio-
lence. Some reaffirm their protagonism,
changing themselves and their lives by
choosing conventional feminine roles,

as housewives, wives, and mild-man-
nered mothers. Others, who are much
less common, try to escape from vio-
lence by taking up arms themselves. In
the process, they lose thelr femininity
and embody male attributes developed
inthese times of rage. Like Maria Moura,
a character from a novel by Rachel de
Queiroz who in the violent 18th century
experienced the same kind of dilemmas
in a struggle that couid oniy be won by
plunging into the men’s war:

*...No one had ever heard of a woman
standing up to a soldier by force. Aman
like that thinks the only thing women are
good for is having conniptions. Well, I'l
teach them. And | have the feeling that
I'm losing the battle, that i’lihave to re-
treat with my men, but that i‘ll be firing
back as t go. And I'm leaving a trail of
blood behind me. I'm going to look for
land in Serra dos Padres, and maybe
there | can start a new life, me and the
boys. With nobody tramping on my neck
or hanging me from a hammock hook.”
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THE MISFORTUNES OF
VICTIMISM
MARIA FILOMENA GREGORI

Inthis article lintend to analyze feminist
discussion of conjugal violence, based
on writings published in Brazil in the
1980s'. Particularly, | want to call atten-
tion to the fact that women appear in
this literature as passive beings. or vic-
tims. Since they are not the protagonists
of their own situation or fate, they are
considered victims, even when they act
against other. This notion leads the dis-
cussion into a dilemma, the effects of
which are unfavorable for political ac-
tion to combat violence. “Victimism” is
the worst possible route, whether to un-
derstand the phenomenon of violence
or to encourage substantial changes in
inter-gender relations.

The idea of women as "non-constituent
subjects” was formulated by Simone de
Beauvoirin her pioneering work, arefer-
ence for the feminist movement,
Marilena Chaul (1985) has recently
linked this dimension of feminine reality
with the problem of violence. Her arti-
cle Is frequently quoted in books and
studies on this issue in Brazil (Azevedo,
1985; SEADE, Conseiho Estadual da
Condi¢do Feminina, 1987; Centro de
Defesa dos Direitos da Mulher, 1981;
Feiguin and Bordini, 1987). All of these
works have drawn on the philosophical
conceptualization developedin Chaui’s
article, but they have abandoned the
interesting anailysis that the author does
on violence practiced among women

I As references, | take writings and studles pro-
duced by Brazilan feminists In the 1980s: Albano
and Montero (1982), Azevedo (1985); Chaul
(1985), Feiguin et al (1987); Feiguln and BordIni
(1987): Oliveira, Barsted, and Palva (1984); Sorj
and Montero (1985); and SOS-Mulher Sao Paulo
(1980). it Is important to note that the vast ma-
Jority of studies and publications on this subject
are from the 1980s, and this was my reason for
decliding to comment on them.,
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and the difficulties they have encoun-
tered in promoting mutual solidarity.
Before all else, it should be stressed that
these studies have a strong activist ap-
proach. As one of the researchers states,
they assume a “necessary subjectivity”
(Azevedo, 1985:13), oralack of neutral-
ity by those who take such studies as
appropriate tools for both denouncing
the problem and proposing concrete
solutions to if. The political perspective
in these articles. books, and research
reports draws on Marilena Chaui‘s con-
cept of violence (1985) to explain situa-
tions of violence against women as the
result of an overall subordinate condi-
tion. By classifying such situations as vio-
lence, they go on to demand punish-
ment, without any deeperinvestigation
of the issue.

The book Mulheres Espancadas - A
Violéncia Denunciada (Battered
Women: A Denouncement of Violence),
by Maria Amélia de Azevedo, in addi-
tion to iilustrating the feminist move-
ment’s view, is aiso cited extensively in
other articles and books (Bordini and
Feiguin, 1987; CECF and SEADE, 1987).
Inthis book, interpersonalvioclence, par-
ticularly that practiced against women,
is considered a phenomenon with “mul-
tiple determinants”, thus negating the
argument that defines violence as the
result or manifestation of “structural” vio-
lence derived from the capitalist system,
exploitation, and poverty. The author
takes Marilena Chaui’s perspective, that
violence is a violation of an individual’s
freedom and right to be the constituent
subject of one’s own history. This defini-
tion allows Azevedo to analyze violence
against women as a specific form of in-
terpersonal violence in conjugal rela-
tions. This is the object of her book: to
understand why men beat theirwomen.
For this purpose, the book distinguishes
between two sets of factors. The first
consists of conditioning factors: oppres-
sion perpetrated by the capitalist sys-
tem, institutions that discriminate
against women, male chauvinism, the



effects of differentiated education, etc.
in the second set, she defines precipi-
tating factors, such as alcohol and drugs
taken by perpetratorsin association with
violent episodes, as well as stress.-
These considerations are followed by the
results of a study on 2,316 complaints of
batterings filed at fifty police precincts
in S&o Pauloin 1981, thus before the first
Police Station for the Protection of
Women was created. The statistical
breakdown is similar to that from re-
search (Feiguin et al, 1987) on com-
plaints filed at the Police Station for the
Protection of Women. Analysis of these
data served to establish a profile of the
aggressors, their victims, and the al-
leged motives in complaints of
batterings.

The interesting point to be analyzed in
Azevedo’s book is the way in which the
data areinterpreted. The overall tone is
one of denouncement, and the author
frequently cites horrible cases, provid-
ing photographs of women with bruises
and burns. Anotherrecourse usedin the
book is to quote folk sayings, the con-
tent of which denigrates the female im-
age and justifies the use of violence. One
chapteris particularly illustrative: “Give
Us This Day Our Daily Violence: Review-
ing Some Myths”. The author contrasts
folk sayings and myths with reality. In
other words, as a counterpoint to the
myths, she presentsresults from the data
and more general positions regarding
abuse of women’s physical integrity and
violation of their rights. The author’s pur-
pose is to describe both the world of re-
lations in which batterings occur and
their deeper explanations (or “roots”, as
she would have it).

Such explanations blame either the
“conditioning factors” or the actual
behavior of men in their relations with
their partners. The author is categorical:
while violence should be understood in
view of its multiple determinants, it in
tfact expresses the conflict of interests
between genders. There can be no mis-
take that violence expresses conflict.

The problem is in the notion of conflict-
ing interests. On the one hand are the
interests of the dominator: the desire to
command and the building of a system
that allows thls command to become
effective and perpetual. On the other
hand are the interests of women, which
are not clearly defined, since women
are submitted to a symbolic violence
which eliminates the possibility of their
defining their destiny and interests. Sym-
bolic violence, in the author’s view, is
the equivalent of male chauvinist ideol-
ogy: a world view formulated by the
dominator in order to produce mystifi-
cation and ensure complacency in the
dominated.

“For the dominated, ideology counts
more as mystification than as a world
view." (Azevedo, 1985:47)

Formen, therefore, male chauvinistide-
ology constitutes a world view:; for
wormnen, it is pure mystification, That is,
when one states that women do not take
this ideology as a world view, cne gives
the idea that they are complacent, not
because they agree with or believe in
this world view, but because any act or
acceptance by the dominated is the
result of a powerful cover-up.

Such an approach reveals an attempt
to glve men exclusive blame for acts of
violence. The passage from the ideologi-
calsystemto concrete acts by agentsis
immediate and transparent when one
attributes to this system the cover-up
aimed at maintaining command. The
underpinnings of this argument, stress-
ing the existence of conditioning and
precipitating factors to help explain why
notallwomen are battered, end up fall-
ing apart and giving way to an all-en-
compassing explanation which is inca-
pable of providing answers to questions
raised by the author herself.

Another tendency in many feminist
statements, studies, and writings is to
describe violent relations by construct-
Ing a typical relationship (Oliveira,
Barsted, and Paiva 1984). Such a rela-
tionship is a typically violent marriage.
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an example culled from research. The
point of departure is the majority data
in the profile of agents and relationships.
No distinction is made between relation-
ships from different social or ethnic strata
orage brackets; nordoes the approach
consider the variable of whether the
couple has children, or whether the chil-
dren ore already grown. The typical
characters are as follows: the woman is
a housewife, does housework, and has
small children; the husband is a worker.
The family’s social extraction Is not
clearly defined.

In the typical relationship, all gestures
that are considered violent are present:
disrespect, humiliation, lack of sexual
pleasure, battering, and homicide. The
narrative construction of a violent mar-
riage not only embodies all of these ele-
ments, it fits them togetherinsuch away
as to show that homicide. for example,
is the final act in an escalating series of
manifestations of disrespect and ag-
gression. There is a kind of evolution of
events leading inevitably to murder. In
this narrative, the woman is someone
who sees her dreams being destroyed
day by day, with a mounting fear of her
husband and the shame of exposing her
domestic situation to relatives and
friends. The unavoidable conclusion is
that she was incapable of chosing the
right man to live with. If she beats the
children, it is because violence is "con-
tagious”: survival of the fittest is estab-
lished as an “admissible rule”.

The authors clearly intend to use the
book asatool for consciousness-raising.
They use language that is easily acces-
sible to the public and resort to expos-
ing and describing the problem in the
form of a typical story of a violent mar-
riage. In fact, the aim of exposing such
a story using a cross-section in the evo-
lution of eventsis to alert the public that
little dally quarrels and gestures of dis-
respect can lead a marriage to an ex-
treme situation, the martyrization and/
or annihilation of one member of the
couple by murder.
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The book’s aim is not so much to seek
out different subtleties in the world of
violent marriages as to expose the dan-
gers inherent to behavior and actions
thatit considersuniversal. Thereis aclear
perspective of attributing to all violent
marriages a set of gestures, expecta-
tions, and moral standards for the par-
tiesinvolved. In addition, a distinctionis
made between the forms of behavior
associated with men and women. Men
humiliate and attack, while women feel
afraid, ashamed, and guilty. Men act,
while women feel.

The problem of domestic violence is
described and explained by Oliveira,
Barsted, and Paiva according to a du-
alistic, contrasting logic. The family is
inscribed in a domain that is isolated
from the social sphere. Its code of con-
duct, which not the same as that of so-
ciety, follows a series of specific
behaviors, reduced to an opposition
between men and women. By establish-
ing very rigid limits between domestic
and public spheres (and men and
women), the authors lose sight of some-
thing | consider important for this type
of analysis: to capture the ambiguities
and tensions in the relations between
gender roles. To incorporate the latter
perspective helps one understand how
the distinct behavioral standards insti-
tuted formen and women are expressed
in interpersonal relations, that is, that
they undergo a specific combinatorial
operationin each case of violence con-
sidered. In this sense, it is important to
show how this combination is carried
out, to use a richer perspective to help
reveal the variations that violence takes
on in different relations: sado-maso-
chism in some couples’ sexuality; play-
ful fighting between children: passion-
ate fighting among women in the dis-
pute for a man; punitive battering, etc.
In my view, this approach’s magjor con-
tributionis to consider these relationships
without establishing a hangman/victim
kind of reductive duality, with its impli-
cations: that the aggressoris active and



the victim of aggression is passive. My
perspective helps understand the rela-
tionship between more general stand-
ards that orient conduct and behavior
per se as a movement, a passage that
requires combinations, ambiguities, and
therefore diversity. In this movement,
there is no place for immediate, me-
chanical determination leading from
the level of standards to that of con-
duct.

Marilena Chaui would not agree with the
descriptions In Azevedo and Oliveira,
Barsted, and Paiva. According to the
premisesin her analysis, there is no place
for the victim/hangman duality, or more
specifically, for the opposition between
passive victim and active hangman. In
Chaui’s view, to stress victimism in ap-
proaching the phenomenon of violence
means to ignore that women in family
relations act. condemn, demand, and
even aggress, even when they are in a
subordinate condition. To consider such
gestures mere reactions or reproduc-
tions could help maintain the basic
“structure” that allows violence to op-
erate, rather than to stimulate change.
In Marilena Chaui's analysis, the con-
cept of violence is a broad one, similar
to the feminist idea of oppression. She
does not take violence as a transgres-
sion of norms and laws. On the contrary,
it is an expression of social "normalcy”
that turns differences into hierarchical
relations for the purpose of domination,
exploitation, and oppression. It is also
an act that considers the individual a
thing. characterizing her/him by inertia,
passivity, and silence (Chaui, 1985:35).
In order to arrive at this definition, the
author draws distinctions between the
concepts of violence and relations of
force, on the one hand, and between
these and the concept of power on the
other. Violence is one kind of relation-
ship of force. Both concepts imply the
desire to command and the oppression
of one social segment by another. The
difference lies in the fact that a rela-
tionship of force, in its pure state, “is

aimed at its own annihilation as a rela-
tionship, by destroying one of the parts”
(Chaui, 1985:35). Violence maintains a
relationship of command and subjec-
tion, through the dominated party’s in-
ternalization of the dominator’s wills and
actions.

Chaui considers power “the collective
capacity to make decisions concerning
the public existence of a collectivity in
such a way as to be an expression of
justice, aspace forrecognition of rights,
and a guarantee of justice by the law,
without coercion” (Chaut, 1985:34). It is
not to be confused with specific class
interests orlevels of command and their
occupants. It is important to note that
Chauidoes notidentify power with gov-
ernment, sovereignty, orthe statein the
Marxist or Weberian sense. The concept
is not clear at first giance, butitbecomes
intelligible when the author stresses that
itis “the expression of rights for that part
of society which does not wish to be
commanded or oppressed” (1985:34),
Violence and force are the absence of
power. In this sense, they are concepts
in which autonomy, and above all the
expression of desire for autonomy, are
absent. The domain in which they oper-
ate is that of heteronomy, the proper
place for the relationship between the
individual that subjects and the one that
Is subjected.

Chaui’s hypothesis is that women have
been constituted heteronymously as
subjects. This means taking them as a
subjectivity in which there is something
essential lacking forthe category of sub-
ject, namely, autonomy in speaking,
thinking, and acting (1985:46):

“Their condition as subjects therefore
has the peculiarity of creating them un-
der heteronomy, since they are what
they are both because of the others
(who have defined their ‘attributes’)
and for the others (to whom their “at-
tributes’ are addressed).” (Chaul,
1985:48)

A woman’s fate is tied to being for the
other as a function of motherhood. The

ESTUDOS FEMINISTAS '| 87 N. 1/93



author does not consider biological
specificity the essence of the female
condition. Yet this condition is defined
in light of ideological constructs that
consider the female body according to
her biological attributes and naturalize
everything that refers to women. The
point of departure for her analysis is thus
the notion that the female image was
constructed over time, assigning wom-
en’s place to the private, domestic
sphere. The impossibility of acting in the
world is defined in ferms of an ideology
which places women closer to nature:
instincts, love, abnegation, and frailty
towards others, Due to the socially con-
formist power of such constructs, women
have a peculiar, dramatic “subjectiv-
ity”: they live for others and desire the
same fate forotherwomen. Here liesthe
key to the argument on violence com-
mitted by women against other women:
they consent to and reproduce the
same standard of dependency for other
women. The merit of this article is to show
that while women are dependent sub-
jects, without autonomy, this does not
result in passive behavior toward oth-
ers. It is the omniscience (the term is
mine) of the meaning of “feminine na-
ture” for women - to care for others as if
they were incapable - that makes them
agents of violence against themselves
as well as against others. Still, there is a
problem in the article: there is no indi-
cation of how it may be possible for
women to free themselves. The duality
between autonomy and heteronomy
and the distinction between power, vio-
lence, and force are elaboratedin such
away asfoleave no opportunity to con-
ceive of change. Autonomy, as well as
Chaui’s peculiar concept of power, are
ideals that seem to fioat in space: there
are no links between them and the so-
cial universe or ideological constructs.
They are thus loosely developed ideals.
They may or may not serve as refer-
ences; they may or may not encourage
liberation. Itis thus not clearin this analy-
sis whether women may some day be
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able to free themselves from their situa-
tion.

Another problem is that Chaui’s broad
definition of violence does not allow one
to distinguish it from oppression or domi-
nation. There are couples which are not
violent, but which do not respect each
other’s autonomy. It is necessary to
elaborate anew conceptual framework
to deal with the fact that violent rela-
tions are special cases of conjugal ones.
Domination and discrimination of
women also exist in “normal” relations.
To provide a more sophisticated under-
standing of violence should allow one
to capture the various ways in which
gender relations are currently ex-
pressed.

It has been no coincidence that | have
concentrated on an analysis of these
approachesto violence againstwomen.
I seek anotherunderstanding to this phe-
nomenon and a more critical perspec-
tive as to the political efficacy that the
studies by Azevedo and Oliveira (et al)
may have. Their resources are insuffi-
cient for both analytical and political
purposes. And exactly what resources
are these? On the one hand, a broad
definition of violence as a way of pro-
viding for an overall explanation - as if
all violent relationships were “essen-
tially” similar. On the other hand, the
construction of dudaiities, like the culpa-
ble "macho” versus the female “victim”
- to facilitate denouncement and indig-
nation, overlooking the fact that conju-
gal relationships are partnerships, and
that violence can also be a form of com-
munication, albeit a perverse one, be-
fween pariners.

Recourse to the construction of duali-
tieslays bare the opposition of pairs that
includes definition of violence and case
description. Autonomy/heteronomy,
passivity/activity, male chauvinism/
feminism, and man/woman. The oppos-
ing pairs include not only contrast, but
also conflict; what unites them, explains
their coexistence, and makes the per-
petuation of domination comprehensi-



ble is the notion of ideoclogy as falsifica-
tion. The terms cover-up and mystifica-
tion and the dual contraposition be-
tween ideology and reality, all widely
used in the books and artficles | am
analyzing, are catches that allow forthe
coexistence of the opposing terms. Even
Marilena Chaui, who no doubt presents
a more sophisticated analysis, goes
overboardin heruse of the notion of ide-
ology as a mystification, as ainstrument
for the domination of one pole of soci-
ety by another. Even without intending
to inculpate concrete agents, she re-
duces domination to a set of falsifying
ideas and standards by the dominator
to subjugate the dominated and to lead
her/him into self-delusion: to think and
to feel that she/he is free,

As long as feminist policy continues to
resort to a search for universalness and
generdality inwomen and their condition
and dualities in which the terms relate
to each other through an ideologicatl
catch, such policy will be incapable of
dealing with differences, with plurality. |
am increasingly convinced that there is
something that cuts across the issue of
violence against women and thatis be-
ing overlooked. In the research | devel-
oped on this phenomenon (Gregori,
1988), it became clear that the scenes
involving husbands and wives and cul-
minating in aggression are subject to
numerous motivations - conflicts in terms
of roles that are not fulfilled according
to expectations, erotic games, etc.
Women take an active part in such
scenes. They reveal that aggression
functions as a kind of act of communi-
cation in which the partners attempt
new ways of relating, yet failing to use
resources that lead to an agreement,
an understanding, or a negotiation of
decisions. Yet they launch into such
scenes in search of something: pleas-
ure, victimization, or even the
recomposition of male and female im-
ages and behaviors that have been dis-
ruptedin conjugalsituations. itis neces-
sary to understand the context in which

violence occurs and the meaning it as-
sumes. It would be inappropriate to
state, "You can just bet she did some-
thing that irritated him,” in the sense of
justifying acts of aggression. Such a pro-
cedure is the opposite side of the coin,
in that it maintains the opposition be-
tween aggressor and victim, and
devictimizesin order to authorize the use
of force. Yet to say, “She asked for it,
she didn’t avoid it,” is to realize the
meaning of this. One should inquire to
what extent such an understanding al-
lows one to identify this situation, which
reoccurs daily, and which keeps women
dependent, submissive, and exposedto
acts of aggression.

It is necessary to inquire and to
counterpose violence. Yet we should not
be misled that the best path to follow is
that of feeding the duality between the
victim and the executioner,in which the
former is associated with passivity (or
absence of action) and the latter with
destructive, dominating activity in the
Manichean sense.
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WOMEN'S MANIFESTO AGAINST VIOLENCE

Proposal for Changes in the Brazilian Penal Code

At a moment when the Executive Branch in Brazil s making a series of proposals to
change the country’s Penal Code, the Brazllian Women's Movement has united In an effort to
adjust national legisiation to the world’s present-day values and needs and the principles written
Into our 1988 Constitution. After in-depth study and discussion, the Women’s Movement hereby
proposes the following changes in the Penal Code

1. To legallze abortion,

2. To consider sexual crimes as “crimes against individuals®.

3. To broaden the definltion of Intercourse In rape to include oral and anatl intercourse.

4. To create the legal concept of “sexual abuse”.

5. To eliminate the foilowing crimes: sexual possession by fraud: lewd behavior using
seductive fraud: violent abduction or abduction through fraud; statutory abduction.

6. To eliminate the crime of aduitery.

7. To create the legal concept of “family violence”.

8. To create the legal concept of “sexual harrassment”.

9. To regulate reproductive technologies.

Proposals for Changes In the Penal Code

1. Legalization of abortion.

Current Brazilian legisiation only allows for abortion in case of rape or if there is no other
way to save the woman's life. Nevertheless, we know that some 3 to 4 million lllegal abortions are
practiced every year In Brazil, resulting In approximately 400 thousand deaths of pregnant women
yearly. Middle- and upper-class women have safe, clean abortions in clandestine clinics, and as a
result are not exposed to health risks. Meanwhile, poor women risk thelr very lives, dellvering thelr
bodies over 1o “abortionisis”, who have no health-care training and do not use proper asseptic
techniques. Many poorwomen even perform abortions on themselves, elther by using sharp objects
that destroy their uteruses or by taking drugs with ominous side effects We are aware that INAMPS,
the Brazillan Federal health-care system, does thousands of curettages a year following improperly-
performed abortions and spends mililons of dollars on such surgical interventions This proves that
legal prohibition does not avold abortions Abortion must be seen as a public health issue and a
right which must be ensured for women. Legalization of abortion has iong been demanded by the
Women'’s Movement, and Its prohibitlon should thus be eliminated from the new Penal Code.

2 To conslder sexual crimes as “crimes against individuais”,

Under the prevalling Penal Code, sexual crimes are Included in the chapter concerning
“crimes against customs”, which means that Brazilian legisiation gets moral and religlous aspects of
sex mixed up with those related to freedom, Women and men are considered less important than
social morals. Protection always focuses on soclety and the famlly and not on the individual/victim.
Therefore, it Is essential to transfer such acts to the chapter on “crimes against indlividuals”, since we
know that in rape or sexual abuse the victim is a person, a human being - whether a woman or man
- and not soclety or the family.

3. To broaden the definitlon of Intercourse in rape to include oral and anal intercourse
(Article 213).

The proposal is to merge the crime of *rape” with that of *violent lewd behavior” and to
broaden Its meaning. According to the Penal Code at present, rape is “to force a woman Into
carnal conjugation through fraud or serlous threat” and violent lewd behavior is “to use violence or
serlous threat to force someone fo practice or permit to be practiced with him/her a libidinous act
other than carnal conjugation.” If the feminist proposal is approved, the article will read: “To force
a person to have sexual intercourse, using violence or serious threat. Sentence: 6 to 10 years’
Imprisonment. Proviso: sexual intercourse includes vaginal, anal, and oral intercourse.” This
broadening of the concept of sexual intercourse s highly Important and necessary, since in anal or
oral coitus through violence, the victim is just as abused and humillated as in vaginal coltus. Another
innovation is to replace the word *woman* with “person”. it Is notorlously common for young boys
and teenagers and even adult males to be raped anally or orally, and that it Is now impossible to
convict the perpetrator for such a crime, since prevaiiing leglslation only conslders it rape when
practiced against women,.

4. To create the legal concept of “sexual abuse”.

The feminist proposalls to create a new concept for a crime called “sexual abuse”, with
the following wording: “To force someone to submit to an act of a libidinous nature, other than
sexual Intercourse, Sentence: one to six years’ Iimprisonment.” “The sentence wiil be Increased by
one-fourth If the crime has been committed jointly by two or more persons and by one-half if the
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person convicted Is an ancestor, adoptlve father or mother, stepfather or stepmother, uncle or
aunt, brother or sister, tutor, guardian, or empioyer of the victim or has any type of authority over
her/him.” This means to use force on any person, whether female or male, to practice an act for the
purpose of pleasure related to sex without including sexuat intercourse per se.

5. Elimination of the following crimes: sexual possession through fraud (Article 215), lewd
behavlor using fraud (Articie 216); seduction (Article 217); violent abduction or abduction through
fraud (Article 219); statutory abduction (Articies 220, 221, and 222).

These five crimes should be stricken from our Penal Code, since they are no ilonger in
tune with modern morals in the world.

6. Elimination of adultery as a crime.,

Adultery: betrayal, conjugal Infidelity. In addition to being very difficult to prove, this
accusationis now used very little, and even then it Is usually agalnst the woman, as an argument for
“defense of hanor” (the man’s, that is). It should be considered an obsolete concept in our Legal
Code. Therefore, the proposalls to eliminate It as a crime and foster mutual respect and consideration
as the couple’s duty.

7. To create the legal concept of “family viclence”.

According to Paragraph 8, Article 226, of the 1988 Constitution, "The state will ensure
aid for Individual members of famllies and establish measures to discourage vlolence In internai
family relations.” Based on this paragraph, a group of Congresswomen with advice from the CFEMEA
and feminist attorneys submitted a blll (no. 3381/92) which ocknowledges this kind of crime and
establishes the respective penaities according fo the following definttions:

Family violence: “A standard of conduct assoclated with abuse of power manifested by
the use of physical force, psychologlcal viclence, sexual violence, Intimidation, or persecution of a
member of one’s own family.” In most cases this type of violence affects powerless members of the
familly, like women and weaker family members such as children, the elderly, and the sick, but there
are also cases of violence agalnst adult men.

Psychological violence: "Any conduct producing serious emotional damage and which
Is manifested in the following ways: threat, disgrace, discredit, or belittlement of personal vaiue,
unreasonable restriction of access to and use of common goods, blackmall, constant survelllance,
restrictions of famlly emotional ties, destruction of objects valued by a famlly member, or any act
intended to restrict personal freedom or development.”

Psychologlcal Injury or damage: “Any assault on an indlvidual’s mental life, Including
her/his thoughts, feelings, desires, aspirations, achlevements, and social conviviality, manifested in
the form of paralyzing fear, a feeling of abandonment or dispair, feelings of frustration and fallure,
insecurlty and emotional dependency, precariousness, worthlessness, Isolotlon, undermined self-
esteem, or similar symptoms.”

The proposal Includes:

7.1 Rape by spouse or partner: It [s common for the husband or partner to force a
woman to have sexual Intercourse agalnst her will, alleging that he “has the right” and she “the
obllgatlon”. This is a fallacy. Any sexual act against one’s will can be considered vioclence, and thus
crime. The proposai includes sexual intercourse using violence or serious threat - not just vaginal
intercourse, but also anal and oral intercourse.

7.2 incestuous rape: This Is rape using authority derlving from family ties.

7.3 Incestuous sexual abuse: Use of authority to abuse a family member by acts aimed
at sexual pleasure, other than sexual intercourse per se.

8 Establishment of the legal concept of “sexual harassment”.

Sexual harassment can occur In any kind of environment, but it Is most common In the
workpiace. Sexual harassment by employersis well-known, For centurles, bosses have been *making
passes” at employees, especlally adolescents and young women.,

9. Regulation of reproductive technologies.

*Regulation of human reproduction in the laboratory”®, “surrogate motherhood”, “in
vitro fertilization”, and “test-tube bables” are terms used to designate the legal concept of
*regulation of reproductive technology”. This area should be Included in the future Penal Code.
since It is a current reality in the world of medicine, and there has been little discussion about it in
psychosociai and legal terms. It deserves reflection by the Women's Movement, since It concerns
our Intimacy and our bodies as women

In addition to the above proposals, there are others referring to “battering”, “corruption
of minors”®, “traffic of individuals”, “Inducement to sterilization”, and the elimination of the term
*honest woman” as the only concept of womanhood ensuring the right to certain protective
measures from the state. It is essential for such changes to be approved In order for women to
achieve full citizenshlp In Brazll.
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SANDRA HARDING

The Instability of Analytical Categories in Feminist Theory

Sandra Harding proposes a critical analysis of the feminist interpretation of History and
soclal relations based on traditional analytical categories such as Marxism and
psychoanalysis. With the same criticalrigor, the author goes on to expound on two lines
of feminist thought: alternative feminism, based on differences between labor and
male and female ego and feminismlinked to the post-modernidea. In Harding’s opinion,
these two categories are insufficient to trace a feminist theory of History: as a solution,
she points to the peaceful coexistence of feminism with the instability of analytical
models,

L'Instabilité des Catégories Analytiques dans la Théorie Féministe
Sandra Harding développe une analyse critique de I'interprétation féministe de ["Histoire
et des rapports sociaux, & partir des catégories du marxisme et de la Psychanalyse.
Avec la méme rigueur scientifique, I'auteur expose deux tendances de la pensée
féministe: le féminisme alternatif, fondé sur la différence entre le travaii et le mol masculin
et féminin, et le féminisme lié & ja post-modernité. Pour Harding, ces deux tendances
sont insuffisantes pour permettre I’émergence d'une théorie féministe de |'Histoire. Elle
suggére, alors, la cohabitation tranquille entre le féminisme et 'instabilité des catégories
et modéles d’analyse.

SUSANA BORNEO FUNCK

Feminism and Utopia

Working with the representation of inter-gender relations in the literature produced by
women, Susana Funck analyzes English-language feminist fiction works, including those
by Ursula LeGuin, Dorothy Bryant, Joanna Russ, Marge Piercy, and Sally Miller Gearhart,
Motherhood, marriage, sexuality, and child care are some of the themes present in the
constituent utopias of these narratives, allowing one to foresee a truly new future world
for men and women, free from the dictates of patriarchy.

Féminisme et Utopie

En se servant des représentations sur les rapports de sexes présents dans la littérature
produite par les femmes, Susana Funck analyse des ouvrages de fiction féministe en
langue anglaise, dont ceux de Ursula LeGuin, Dorothy Bryant, Joanna Russ, Marge Piercy
et Sally Miller Gearhart. La maternité, le mariage, la sexualité, I'education des enfants
sont quelques aspectstraités parles utopies constitutives de cesrécits, plerre de touche
d’un monde futur véritablement nouveau pour les hommes et pour les femmes, monde
étranger aux régles du patriarcat.
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MARIA LUIZA HEILBORN

Gender and Hierarchy, or Adam'’s Rib Revisited

The authoridentifies in Louis Dumont’s theory of hierarchy the premisses for the symbolic
matrix of asymmetry that orders gender relations. The symbolic properties that are pe-
culiar fo the constitution of masculin and feminin are phenomena from the hierarchical
relationship between genders., Maria Luiza Heilborn than seeks to interpretate how
genderasymmetry operates or how sexual difference isreestablished in asocial context
that denies hierarchy and affirms an egalitarian ideology, as In the case for a serie of
heterosexual, gay and lesbian couples, the objet of her study.

Genre et Hiérarchie ou la Cdte d’Adam Revisitée

L'auteur Identifie dans la théorie de la hiérarchie de Louis Dumont les présupposés de la
matrice symbolique de I’asymétrie constitutive des rapports de genre. Les propriétés
symboliques particuliéres du féminin et du masculin sont le résultat des rapports
hiérarchiques entre les sexes. Maria Luiza Heilborn cherche, ainsi, & comprendre
comment fonctionne I'asymétrie de genre, autrement dit, comment se re-produit la
différence sexuelle, dans des contextes qui mettent en cause la hiérarchie au profit
d’une approche égalitaire desrapports entre les sexes, comme c’est le cas de quelques
couples hétérosexuels et homosexuels masculins et féminis, objet de son étude de cas.

MIRIAM L. MOREIRA LEITE

Historical Sources and Academic Style

Mirlam Moreira Leite presents a series of academic works written during the 1980s on the
History of Sexuality in Colonial Brazil. Based on this material, consisting mainly of master’s
dissertations and doctoral theses, many of which have been published in book form, the
author analyzes how historical sources were used without a view towards gender in
reconstructing practices and representations pertaining to sexuality in colonial Brazil.

Sources Historiques et Style Académique

Miriam Moreira Leite présente une série d’ouvrages académiques, rédigés dans les
années 80, autour du théme Histoire et Sexualité au Brésil du temps de la colonie. I
s‘agit, pour ta plupart, de théses de maitrise et doctorat, qui ont fait i'objet de
publications. L’ auteur se penche sur |'usage qui est fait des sources historiques et quine
tient pas compte des rapports de genre dans la reconstitution des pratiques et des
représentations sur la sexualité dans le Brésil colonial.
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TERESA DE LAURETIS

Through the Looking-Glass: Woman, Cinema and Language
Taking as her metaphor the narrative on the building of Zobeide, the city constructed
after the image of the dreamed-of woman in Invisible Cities, by Italo Calvino, Teresa
Lauretis does a critical analysis of the position and representation of women in cinema
and language, taking the classical perspectives of Lévi-Strauss’ Structural Anthropology,
Semiology, traditional Linguistics, and Lacanian Psychoanalysis. In the author’s view,
this essay goes against the grain of feminist discourse itself.

A Travers le Miroir: femme, cinéma ef langage

La métaphore du récit de la construction de Zobeide, ville batie sur I'image de la
femme révée, citée dans Les Villes Invisibles de Italo Calvino, sert de prétexte a Teresa
de Lauretis pour analyser la position et la représentation des femmes dans le cinéma et
dans le langage. Pour ce faire, elle se sert de I'approche classique de I’ Anthropologie
structuraliste de Lévi-Strauss, de la Sémiologie, de la Linguistique traditionnelle et de la
Psychanailyse lacanienne. Pour I'auteur, cet essail avance dans le sens contraire du
discours féministe,

REBECA DE SOUZA E SILVA

Unwanted Storks: Induced Abortions

In an unusual approach to the theme of induced abortion, Rebeca de Souza e Silva
identifies the groups of women that are most prone to taking recourse to this practice,
often because pregancy has resulted from adultery, incest, or rape. She then reports
briefly on induced abortions in the world and Brazil, from the perspective of popuiation
studies. The author goes on to present a nove! interviewing method, the Random
Response Technique, providing more realistic results for evaluating incidences ofinduced
abortion, a practice that is frequently omitted under previous interviewing methods.
The case study was carried out In Vila Madalena, Sao Paulo.

Maternité Indésirée: avortement provoqué

Dans une approche peu fréquente du théme de I’avortement provoqué, Rebeca de
Souza e Silva identifie les groupes de femmes les plus susceptibles de recourir & cette
pratique, notamment lorsque la grossesse est le produit d’aduliére, iIncéste ou viol. Elle
présente, tout d’abord, des données concernant la situation de I'avortement dans le
monde et au Brésil, puis une nouvelle méthode d'enquéte, dont les résultats s’ avérent
plus réalistes pour évaluer I’'ampleur de I’avortement provoqué, souvent omis dans les
réponses. li s’agit de la TRA (Technique de Réponse au Hasard). L' étude de cas s’est
déroulée & Vila Madalena, Sdo Paulo,
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