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The word of faith

In modern society, permeated by the
Christian spirit, are women in areal state of
inferiority relative to men? Are they
condemned to a status of permanent
wardship? Single, do they lack freedom to

run their own lives and manage theirown

fortunes? Have marriage and above all
matermnity not perchance emancipated
them?Inthe heartofthe family of which they
are the mainstay, do they not exercise a
moralforceoverallthose aroundthemwhich
raises them above the physical weakness
which is innate fo them? Is it not within the
conjugal and maternal spheres that they
exercise their incontestable rights and
mitigated duties, enshrined by general
respect?’

This comment was published in 1880 by O
Apdstolo, aperiodicalrepresentingthe official
posttionoftheRomanCatholic ChurchinBrazi,
challenging those who calied for greater
participationby womeninsocialand political
life.Inthe midst of along and coniradictory
argumentonwhatitconsidered approprictein
terms of women’s behavior, the writerthen
dludedtotheimportance ofthe VirginMary.
Throughhersacrifice andresignation, the Virgin
Mary offered “the most complete example of
all virtues, heroism and grandeur“ for all

! Conselhos Prudentes osSenhoros(Pruden’fAdvuce to
Wives), O Apdstolo, 07.04.1880.
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womenwhowouldfindinher “the source of
theirbest actions.
He then stressed the useless nature of
concernsoversuperiority orequality between
men and women, undetlining the greater
importance of studying the social functions
for which they show the greatest aptitude.
And in the case of women, he noted "like
men, they need the scope of the world to
exercise theirfaculties, orsimply the narrow
confines of the home, whose duties are
difficult tofulfill *, basing these argumentson
an explicit induction to the last solution.
This was confirmed by emphasizing that
women have a special function which
correspondstothe laws of the sex, “sublime
inboththe pains which areinherenttothem,
aswellasinthe outcome: having children.”
Their basic activities within the family more
than at work constitute “a science which
absorbs all the days, hours and minutes...”
Failure to comply with this norm due 1o
misleading pubilicity urging women’s
participation in the public sphere would
result in a reduction in “honest women,
increasing the cynical phalanxes of those
whoarenot. “Inclosing, iturges that “women
should be leff withinthe family, fromwhence
they shouldnotsally forth, withwormenhappy
and proud, adomed with the double crown
of the love of husband and children.”
Published by the Roman Catholic
Church, this discourse caused nosurprise, as
it was already positioned as a traditlonal,
conservative and hierarchical Institution
celebrated for its support of feminine
submission. What is surprising is that
intellectuals calling for the overwhelming
“new fruths “ofreason, freedomand equaiity
took an approach similar fo this institution
with regard to the status of women. During
the previous century, equal rights were
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claimed for all men, while atthe same time
excluding women who “already enjoy so
many other natural advantages “that they
wouldneverhave aspiredto equality, asthis
wasunnecessary forthem.

The truth of the Enlightenment

Emblematic of man’saccessto majority and
freedom, Reasonisthe quality distinguishing
manfromanimal, asanimalscando nothing
otherthan obey. while man may voluntarily
consent or resist, although - paradoxically
enough - this is not extended to half the
human species. Considered the most
democratic of theseintellectuals, Rousseau
suggested an education leading fo
autonomy. However, withregardtowomen
(symbolized by Sophie, the future wife of
Emil); their education should be different. in
women, male qualities should not be
cultivated, as ‘womanismade specially o
please man “and "also to obey him*, which
to a certain extent made them equivalent
to the animals, according to the above
statement. On the other hand, these
positions ran counter to the Spirit of
Enlightenment, which was opposed to all
views not founded onreason.

Andthe contradictions multiplied. According
toDiderot, the Encyclopédieshould “throw
off the yoke of authority and example in
ordertofollowthelaws ofreason “.However,
with regard 1o the position of women with
in marriage, the key seems fo lie "in the
purest source - the Scriptures themselves”,
acknowledging that women should obey
their husbands, to whom they belong by
divine decree. Still according to this work,
inequality between the sexes was an
imperative of nature, with power and
majesty, courage and reason on the one
hand, and grace, beauty, delicacy and
sentiment on the other. Education should
foster the development of the specific
characteristicsof each sexas “whatiscalled
charm and virtue in one sex is a flaw or
deformity in the other .2

2CRAMPE—CASNABET. Michelle. LasMujeresenias Obras
Filosoficas del Siglo XVIll. In DUBY, Georgesy PERROT,
Michelle (direccion). Historia de las Mujeres en el
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Changestaking place during the XVliland
XX centuriesintraditional beliefs about the
body and human sexuality were used to
ratify the presuppositions of inequality
between the sexes af the social level. The
concept of structural differencesbetween
the male and female body became
outdated, based on the genital organs
whose difference wasonce thoughtto resi-
de only in those of women being hidden,
while those of men were apparent. Now,
new differences acknowledged in the

~ genitalsserved asindicators forthe various

occupations of eachsex: the private sphere
for women and the public arena for men.
The female body was used to deny all
possibility of comparison between menand
women in ferms of common criteria of
citizenship.?

Female inferiority whose roots lie in sexual
differencesextendsthroughouttheirbeing,
particularly with regard to intellectual
faculties, According to most of the Illuminist
philosophers, women were ranked asbeings
of passion and imagination, rather than
concept. Incapableofinvention, evenwhen
offered access to literature and certain
sciences, they were excluded from genius.
Beauty - the attribute of this sex - was
Incompatible with the higher faculties, with
praise of the character of awomanfiguring
as proof of her lack of beauty. Sentiment
and reason are presented as supplements
to beauty. For most of the llluminists, the
limited possibilities of wormen were patent for
both abstract and general thought,
meaning thinking. Thus, the genetic process
of knowledge leading to abstract thought
hadbeenhaltedinwomen, withthe process
completed only in the male sex. Women
remained frozen at the imaginative stage.
And it is not that kind of imagination that
genetically contributes to knowledge, but

Occidente.3.DelRenacimiento alaEdad Modema.
Madrid: Taurus, 1992 p. 335-369. BURKE, MarialuciaG.
Pathares. OQusadiaFemininae aOrdem Burguesa. Estu-
dosFeministas, V.1 N°2. Riode Janeiro, CIEC-ECO-UFRJ,
1993, p.247/248.

3LAQUEUR, Thomas. La Fabrique du Sexe.Essaisurle
corpsetle genre enOccident. Paris: Gallimard, 1990,
p.38.



that misleading impression which makesus
take desire asreality, andwhich canleadto
madness and even death if in excess.
Thus, the Inferiority of reason in women was
an indisputable fact, which they only
needed fo culfivate insofar as this was
necessary to fulfilling their natural duties:
obeying their husbands and being faithful,
while taking care of their children. Related
only to the world at the concrete level,
womenremained perpetuallyinchildhood,
unable to move beyond the world of
domesticity bequeathed them by Nature.
Contradictory concluslonsthese, asatthat
timethe existence of womenwhoconducted
the salons through which the spirit of
philosophy spread, burnishing the brilliance
ofliterature and fostering the dissemination
ofthesciences. .

These presuppositions spread and gained
force during the XIX century, acquiring
scientificbacking. Socialmedicineguaranteed
that biological reasons made a number of
characteristics feminine: fragility, modesty,
the predominance of the affective faculties
over the intellect, and subordination of
sexuality to the maternal vocation. In
contrast, man blended his physicalstrength
with an authoritarian, enterprising, rational
nature, in parallel to unbridied sexudlity ...
Paradoxically, the fidelity of these discourses
o Chiistian principleswas clear, despite the
anticlericaltone they assumed on behalf
of sclence - the idol of the times. On the
other hand, the feminine characteristics
(particularlyiowerinteligence andless sexu-
al sensitivity) prompted Cesare Lombroso -
an(talian physician famedforhisadvances
incriminology during the late XiX century -to
justify laws against adultery.applying only to
women, whose hature did not predispose
them to this type of transgression. Those
endowed with strong intelligence and
infense eroticismwere devoid ofthe mater-
nal senfiment, an innate characteristic of
normal women, and were thus extremely
dangerous. Herankedthemasbomcrimindls,
prostifutes and madwomen who should be
banned from contact with society.*

4 LOMBROSO, Cesare and FERRERO, Guglielmo. La

Domination through knowledge, consent
andresistance

Thesetheorieswere buitt up andimposed by
men who established a double discourse -
man about man and man about woman -
which imposed constraints on women'’s
autonomy and freedom, convering a
refationship of difference infoahierarchy of
inequality, constituting a form of violence.
Women are tfreated not as subjects but
rather as things, iImposing gags on their
speech and hobbling their activities. From
thisstandpoint, violenceislimitednofonly to
actsof physical aggression, but also derives
from cultural standardization of female
submission and discrimination. In fact,
advancesinthe process of Civilization from
the XVI through to the XVIll centuries
correspondtoadropincrude violence, with
physical clashes replaced by symbolic
struggles. During this period, construction of
thefemale identity wasbased onabsorption
by women of the norms given in male
discourses; afact comespondingtosymbolic
violence which assumedthe adherence of
those dominatedtothe categoriesonwhich
theirdominatfionwasbased. Amajorsubject
for study under the history of women at the
momentis ananalysis of the discoursesand
practices reflected in mulfiple records
seeking to guarantee women’s consent to
dominant representations of the difference
between the sexes: division of attributions
and spaces, legalinferiority, inculcation of
socialrolesinthe classroom, exclusion from
the pubiic sphere etc. Thus, defining the
submissionimposed onwomen asasymbolic
violence fosters understanding of how the
relationship of domination-whichisbuiltup
onhistorical, cultural and linguistic bases-is
aiways aoffirmed to be a difference of a
natural order, radical, irreducible, and uni-
versal.’

The effects of these discourses were

Femme Criminefle etlaProstituée (translated from the
Italian), 1896.

SCHARTIER, Roger. Diferencas entre os Sexos e Domi-
nag¢do Simbdlica (criticalnote). InCadernos Pagik4)

Campinas, Gender Studies Center/UNICAMP, 1995, p.
40-44.
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devastating. The French Revolution-whose
great meirit lies in its contribution to the
acknowledgment of human rights -
confradiciorily represented backsliding for
womenatvariouslevels. Despite the leading
role played by women in the revolutionary
movement, helping institutionalize the new
order, they foundthemselves excludedfrom
politicaland civil citizenship. The arguments
ofthoseresponsible forintroducingthe New
Order once again made use of nature as
their justification of the different types of
occupation imposed on the two genders,
After all, men and women have different
physiologies, which impose different soclal
rolesonthem. For this particular aspect, left-
wing posifionsin termsof social organization
did not mean more advanced attitudes
with regard to the participation of women,
Anexampleiscongressman Amarda Mon-
fanha: "The social order derives from the
difference betweenmenandwomen. Each
sex Is induced by nature to the type of
occupation appropriate to them. *

A specific type of citizenship wasreserved
forwomen, to be exercisedwithinthehome,
as the mothers of future Republicans,
responsible for protecting family interests.
These formulations were firmed up by
CongressmanChaumette, whowasopposed
to women participating in the Assembly,
stressingthese differencesbetweenmenand
women.Iritated, hejustified: "Onwhomdid
nature confer domestic cares? On us,
perchance? Do we have breasts? Are our
muscles weakened, enabling usto handie
housework?"¢

There were many protests against these
decisions, with women claiming theright to
political participation, educatlon, work -in
fact, full citizenship. There was no lack of
martyrs in this cause. In fact, Olympe de
Gouges proposed the Declaration of the
Rights of Woman - analogous o the
Declaration of the Rights of Man, and was
sentencedtodeath, accused of attempting
tosubvertthe naturalorder. Women'sclaims
for equalitarian participation in society

SVARIKAS, Eleni. Les Antinomies del Emancipation(uifs, .
muldtresetfernmes). p.4(mimeo).
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remained latent, appearing only when
conditionswere considered propitious.
With the consolidation of the power of the
bourgeoisie during the XIX century, the
division of roles and a rigid separation of
spheres of action appeared between the
genders: men in the public arena, and
women In the private field. This division was
even more stringent among the better-off
segments of the population, aspoorwomen
continued to have the streets as their
preferential space due to their social
condition, forcedto do theirownshopping
as well as to work outside the home, in
additiontotaking on countless duties which
offered them greater independence;
however, thisdid not preventthe presence
of contradictionsbetweenthe gendersand
the incorporation of this knowledge.”

On the ofher hand, the incomoration of
dominationdid not exclude the presence of
variations and manipulations by the
dominated. Thismeansthatthe acceptance
by mostwomen of certaincanonsdid notin
fact mean merely bowing to unpleasant
submission, but also developing resources
allowing them to shiff or subvert the
relationship of domination. This involved a
tactic which mobilized for its own purposes
representationthatwas bothimposed and
accepted, turned against the order which
produced it. Thus, defining female powers
permitted by a situation of subjection and
inferiority means understanding them as a
reallocation and skewing of symbolic tools
instituting male domination, turned against
the dominator.®

7PERROT, Michelle. Qs Excluidos daHistéria.SGo Paulo:
PazeTerrq, 1988, p.200.

8 CHARTIER, Roger. Op.cit. Otherhistoriansalso discard
the vision of unitateral action of power over passive,
powerless, dominated women. Asstressed by Michel
de Certeay, it was necessary to unveil the subtleties
creatively engenderedbythe dominatedin orderto
reactagainst the oppression crushing them. Although
he did not name women as a specific object, E. P,
Thompson dedicates special attention to daily
manifestationsofresislancebysubordinates. Themotion
ofresistance thusbecomesfundamentalinapproaches

towomen, and countless historians have based their

efforts to reconstruct female activities on this
benchmark. CERTEAU, Michel de. Arfesde Fazer. A



Mainly from the second haif of the century .

onward, fransformations under way in a
wide variety of spheres blended with the
dissatisfaction of many women unhappy
with thelr exclusion from the public arena,
fostering the appearance of women’srights
movementinWesternEurope andthe US.A.,
clamoring to change thissituation. They set
uptheirownpressandorganizedassociations,
some limitedto aliberalstance, while others
boundtheir proposalsto the rise of socialism.
Womenfought forthe acknowledgment of
theirrights, some evenmovingintotheterrain
of sexuality. At thestart of the XX century, the
first generatfion of women physicians
suggestedtoothershowtofree themselves
fromfearandlackofknowledge about their
own bodies. These incursions were not
received franquilly. Reactions were felt not
only by Governments, whichrepressedthese
movements, but also by society asawhole,
particularly the masculine portion, and not
afew women aswell.?

Inthe Anglo-Saxonworld during the Victorian
erq, suffragettes and their supporters were
presented as challenging the wise and
untouchablelawsof Nature. Inthe name of
theseuniversaltruths, the response attempted
to demoiish them, hoping to demoralize all
those who struggled fo ensure the rights of
womenioownproperty, fopractice aprofession,
and to vote. “Cackling hens”, “hommes-
femmes”, "homesses”, and “hermaphrodites”
were some of the welighty sexual epithets
launched by anti-feminists against these
women, while the men who backed them
were called "old maidsinpanis, “They were
made so nervous by the idea of a possible
confusion of social roles, fearing even
unconsclously thelossof theirpredominance
in the relationships of power between the
genders, that they used a wide variety of
strategies to maintain the sfafus quo.™

inven¢dodo cotidiano. Petrdpolis: Vozes, 1994.p.41;
THOMPSON, E. P.Tradlicién, Revueltay Conscienciade
Clase. Estudiossobre lacrisisde kisociedad preindustrial.
Barcelona: Critica, 1979, p.51.

?KAPPEL!, Anne-Marie. Escenarios del Ferninismo. In
DUBY, Georgesand PERROT, Michelle. Op.cit., p.513.

WG AY, Peter. A ExperiénciaBurguesadaRainha Vito-

Thisresultedinrepeatedreadings orhearings
inwritings orjokes, intonesboth solemnand
light, that men and women should occupy
separate spheres because they had very
different natures and capacities and should
thus carry out different tasks. Poets,
philosophers, joumalists, Clericsandpedagogues
discoursedonthehidden powersofwomen,
with one of them recalling that “the hand
that rocks the cradle is the hand that rules
the world.” It was thus unnecessary for
womenioenjoythesuperficialparaphemalia
of powersuch asbettereducationandthe
righttovoteforthe exercise of theirsupremacy.
Afterdll, the vote would destroy their subtie
femininity, and they should acknowledge
that man “governs only the State, while
woman governs both the Governors of the
State as well as the Governors of the
People”. ! .

Despite-this bombardment, buttressed by
stories and messages in women’s magazi-
nes, aswellasnovelsforgidswrittenlargely by
women, more and more women reacted
against this sophistry, against “theirdubious
royalty and their very real domestic
submission. ” Somerebelled openly, whilstmost
hadrecourse to more subtle meansintheir
aftempts to subvert their situation. They
wieldedtacticsallowingthemtoreshapethe
signsofdomination, marking theirresistance.
In Brazil, identical attempts aiming at
women's liberation took place. Right from
the first protest by Nisia Floresta during the
1830s, women'sdlissatisfactionwasmanifested
with increasing strength. A women'’s press
was setup, whosefirst periodical-Jornaldas
Senhoras-datesbackto 1852. Some ofthe
more moderate of its claims stress the
importance of educating woman, recaliing
her role as a mother, or as “a matter of
spirituai refinement.” Other more incisive
demands urged education as a mean of
achieving economic independence, also
stressing the importance of civiland political
rights, with some even defending divorce. 2

ria a Freud. O culiivo do édio. Sdo Paulo: Companhia
dastetras, 1995, p. 299-300.

Ndem, ibidem.
12ZHAHNER, June E..AMutherBrasileira e suas Lutas
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During the XX cenfury, namessuch asthose
of Maria Lacerda de Moura, a pioneer in
manyfields, beganfoappear, aithoughher
ideasdid notfindthe necessary response af
thattime. Othersclusteredinto associations,
with the activities of Bertha Luiz being
particularly noteworthy, as her movement
has formed the subject for various studies.
This groundswell targeted the access of
women to full citizenship and despite
limitations common o all other women's
rights movements of ifs time, some of ifs
proposals - such as those focused on civil
- fights-have onlyrecently beenimplemented.
These claims triggeredsolid resistance, with
women’s right to the vote being denled
throughoutthe entireFirst Republic. Violence
insymbolic form appearedthrough a wide
variety of channels, backed by all sorts of
arguments. '

Pedagogyasatool

Educationisabasic elementin awakening
theawarenessofwomentotheirsubordinate
condition, atthe sametime asit offersthem
atooltoescapefromthiscondition. However,
in dialectic terms it is one of the principal
vehicles of the dissemination of symbolic
violence, making a marked contributionto
bonding representations of women'’s
inferiorityinthe “thoughtsandbodiesof men
andwomen.” itisthusimportantto assessthe
situation of women'’s education from the
mid-XIX century onwards.

Atthattime, there were noBrazilian women
with-a broad base of varied knowledge to
make their conversation pleasant and
instructive, although they could weave
rivialitiesin a constantly agreeable manner,
asnoted by travelers Kidder andFietcherin
1851. The educational situation of these
women was limited to concerns over their
mafemal function, as they were largely
responsible forthe education of theirchildren.

They had to teach the earliest and most .

-fundamentallessonsintheirmother-fongue,
aswellasgeography andhistory. Before their

childrenwentto school, theyalsohadtoact

Sociaise Politicas: 1850- 1937.8d0 Paulo: Brasiliense,
1981,p.85.
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aspreceptors, helpingthemstudy andlaying
down the rudiments of Latin, Following
Parisian fashions-the model for Brazil at that
fime - the concept of the mother-teacher
was pre-eminent, forwomenwhowereina
positionto attempt to carry out this function.
There wasnolackof concernonthistopicin
Brazil over the need for schools that would
offer girls an “intellectual and moral
education”thatwould allow them “toteach
theirown childrenthe elementsof education
and their duties to God and man.”
Accordingtothe visitors, such schoolswere
startingfo appear, some of themexcellent,
but parents withdrew their daughtersatthe
ageof 13or 14, consideringthem as properly
preparedforlife and eagerfomorry’rhem off
quickly.™

Thismust have prompted Maria Clementina
daCruz, attheageofonly 14, fowrite tothe
JornaldasSenhorasin 1852, questioning the
depreciation of women'’s intellectual
faculties. She demanded a "frank, comple-
te and liberal “ education for women, and
claimedthat she wasunabletounderstand
how “onceawomanknowsmusic, canplay
the piano, sew, embroider, mark and write,
she has completed her education”.’
Mixed schooling wasbanned, due notonly
to rigid Roman Catholic morals but also to
the certainty ofhegemonic science atthat
time on the different aptitudes found
betweenmenand women. Thisgaverise to
very different curriculaforeach sex, resuiting
in flagrant differences in teaching. While
men studied at secondary school with a
view to continuing on to university courses,
most girls were senttothe "NormalSchools”,
which tfrained them in teaching and/or
household tasks. At the Normal School
training college in Niterdi, founded in 1835
andthe first of itskind in South America, the
students did not study algebra and
geometry, but were limifed “fo the most

BKIDDER, Daniel P. and FLETCHER, J.C.. O Brasil e os
Brasifeiros. SGo Paulo: Cia Editora Nacional, 1941, p.
121.

1BERNARDES, MariaThereza CayubiC..Mulheres de
Onfem? Rio de Janeiro-Século XIX. SGo Paulo: T.A.
EdiforQueiroz, 1989, p.138.



elementary notions and the most frequent
applicationstothe elementary usesinlife”.’®
Amidst countlessmaterial transformationsin
Riode Janeiro during the secondhailf of the
XIXcentury, newideasandhabitsbeganto
spring up which helped reshape the social
landscape, including within the family, and
thefemale condition. The much-aireddomestic
. confinement of womeninthehighersectors
of society stillfound during the early decades
of this century was making way for a new
order.Recommendations of areligiousnature
were growing weaker with their bans on
“games, soirées,meetings, comedies, ope-
ras and parties, nor visits from people
dominated by the worldly spirit “at home.'®
Now private parties, and political or social
salonsbecame frequent, fostering conditions
forrelationships favorable tothe economic
and political interest of the ruling elite.
Receptions grew info aninformal vehiclein
the dispute for power, and women's wiles
were behind the success of these events,
playing adecisiverole inthe socialascension
of their husbands. In exchange for such
services, women received care and
attention that they had not warranted
before - but which did not mean they were
encouraged to move into public activities.
Among the strategies used to keep them
Inthe sphere assigned as their own, men’s
Incompetence was stressed in performing
the higherfunctionsexercised by women. So
they had no otherrecourse but foleave to
menthe “shabby” professional and
intellectual occupations. Buf with these
contacts with the outside world, women
needed abetter education.
Within this confext, women’s education is
subjecttodiscussion. Inacycle oflectureson
women, Councilor José Liberato Barroso
stressed the importance of knowledge of
women’shistory in order fo understand her
missioninthe present. Stillfromanevolutionary

15J0DICE, Norimar.Texto, Mulher e Discurso na Virada
do Século: produgdio e reprodugdo, 1994, (mimeo).
16COSTA, Jurandir Freire. Ordem Médicae Norma Fa-
miliar. Rio de Janeiro: Graal, 1979. p. 137. In general,
references to medical thinking in the course of this
article are based onthe reflexions of this author,

viewpointhe stressedthat “positioninsociety
rises In step with progress and the
development of civilization”. This was Q
concept in effect at that time when the
ideology of progress predominated, whose
influence is stlll felt through to our days. But
researchers show a very different situafionin
the progressof women, contrasting with the
shrinking female participationbetweenthe
Middle Agesandthe XIXcentury, in contrast
to the postulates of the speaker.)”

He dlso discussesequality betweenthe sexes
and women'’s abilities for the exercise of
politicalrightsinmodern soclety. He praises
the actions of British phitosopherJohn Stuart
Mill, whoclaimed citizenshiprightsforwomen,
which leavesonefoimagine thatheshared
this position. However, he soon shreds this
expectation, ashe addresseshisaudience,
briefly abandoning his docility and stating
firmly: “inthe current state of our civilization
you cannot and certainly should notnurture
the aspliration to exerclse political rights. ~
impregnafed with Positivist ideas, he
mentions the slkuggish nature of national
tfransformations associated with the siow
revolutions of the human spirit, which seems
fo indicate that such discussions would be
premature, specifically inthe case of Brazil.
He returns to his prdise in a somewhat
bombastic manner, stressing the “prilliant
role of women inthe future of generations il
to come and the glories of our homeland ”
stressing the importance of studyingwaysof
educating women in order to shape them
for “preparing the generationsbeingbomio
take up thelr post of honorin the vanguard
of progress, heading the crusaders of the
future.” Atthoughthetime wasapproaching
when Braziian women would be infullposition
of their faculties, at that time, “as being
endowed with sensitivity, intelligence and
will, womenhadnotyetfoundthemselvesin

YBARROSO, José Liberato. A Educagcdo da Mulher.
Lecture on 15February 1874inConferénciasPopulares
Ne 5, Rio de Janeiro, May 1874. This speaker was an
outstanding figure onthe political andlegalscenesof
the Brazilianempire, andwasequallyinferestedinissues
linkedtoeducation. Hisbiographyisgiveninthe Gallery
of Quistanding Men-XIXcentury.
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the state of evolution.” A movement was
necessary, designed to transform women
info abeing “free and equaltoman, moving
towardsthe same destiny, butsowingthe fruth
through various means on the road of life.”
Hintsaboutthe different forms of activitiesfor
men and women soon become clear. This
highlights the arguments postulated by all
instances: religlous, philosophical and
. scientific. He stresses the difference “inhow
the faculties of the soul are balanced in
these two privileged beings of creation: ifin
manreasonsdominates, inwomen, sensitivity
andimaginationrule.” Throughtotoday, in
western societies stamped by the seal of
instrumental rationality, sensitivity is
considered a preparation,.an anticipation
or a lower form of ratfional thinking. Thus,
praise forwomen’ssensitivity, excluding her
from rationality, reveals atype of violence.
He confinued by stating that the destiny of
man was “to live the externdal life, which
makeshis glory and grandeur; the womanis
destinedtolivetheinnerlife, justasgreat and
glorfous as the other.” But a new factor
follows. The authorexplainsthat thiscomment
doesnot meantotal dichotomization. Man
should not “live only the external life,
separated from the life of the home, any
more than wonman should live the inner life,
separated fromsociallife. “Thiscommentis.
undoubtedly finked 1o changes which,
although minor, had been reshaping the
forms of feminine participation, in addition
fo the efforts of medicine to build the
“hygienic father “whose energiesshouldbe
channeled to the well-being of his children
on a priority basis, as the foundation of the
wealth and power of the state. Poternity/
masculinity, and maternity/femininity were
seen as the regulatory standards of social
existence and now also the emotional stafus
of men andwomen.

Theintroduction of family hygiene designed
to establish physical and psychic health
guaranteeing healthy offspring and asolid
governing classforthe futureisthe objective,
with respectforthe laws and customs, rules
and conventions. But these proposals do
not reflect any weakening of the division of
spheres, asrestatedin this discourse: manin
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the public arena andwornaninthe private
sphere. Onthe violence of thisexclusion, itis
appropriate to recall Hannah Arendt for
whom private space Is not defined as the
space of privacy and intimacy, butratheras
the place of privation. Beinglimited to private
spaceisto be deprived of relationships with
othersthroughboththe word andthe action
in building and decisions involved with the
commonworld, meaning polificalexistence.®
Marriage would consiitute the highest
aspirations of woman, with the author
criticizing those who marry for material
interests, something which had also been
severely criticized by physicians, They
challenged matrimonial practices
predominantuntilthen, wherelove wasnot
viewed asapresuppositionnecessary tothe
conjugallink, and marriage wasseenrather
asaneconomictransaction, orderiving from
social reasons. Age disparities between
spousesor consanguineous marriagesthat
were very common in Brazil due to these
interests were combated, particularly
because of risks 10 reproduction. Love is
elevated to the main reason for marriage,
dlongside a healthy sexuality on which
depends “the health of the children, the
morality of the family and the populational
progress of the Nation.” Heightened
appreciationofthe value of sexalliedfolove
isintendedto guaraniee the pleasures of life
within the family, and the stability of this
institution. Support of the children -and
guaraniees of their good treatment are
ensured, forthe satisfaction of the State. This
takesadifferentstance fromthe postulations
ofthe Church-hegemonic untitthen-which
viewedsexwithreticence, eveninmarriage,
linking it mandatorily to procreation.

Thediscourseontheidealfeminineconduct, to
be shaped by education Is preached not
only by lectures given by worthy experts, as
wellasinmedical dissertations, but alsoina

' wide variety of ways, including literature

and the press, in a joking manner through
anecdotes, tales, leaflets etc.. The situation
which I will now examine is included in this

1 ARENDT, Hanah. A Condigdo Humana. Rio de Janei-
ro: Forense Universitaria EDUSP 1981.



case, and the issue is presented from a
negative aspect. Effortsare madetogivean
example thathighlights within the character
the atfributesthat are most condemned, as
caricatures, highlighting theills deriving from
a faulty education.

The mainmale character -Ernesto daRosa
-fallsin love with Chiquinha, but must com-
pete with another suitor. The situation
developsthrough to a dramatic close with
the rivals confronting each otherin person.
Thisdrastic solutionisavoided and Chiquinha
opts for Emesto, whom she marries. At this
point, the narrator moves away from the
story-line and discourses onthe character of
the bride. He lists aseries of elements under
challenge at that time. To begin with, he
statesthat Chiquinha did not marry forlove.
Infact, running counterto the female model
for the period whose most outstanding
characteristic was being extremely

affectionate, Chiquinha has never felf this

sentimentinherlife, notevenforherparents.
°| esteemed them without a doubt, but
esteem without extremes, ratheradaughter
of instinct and habit, than of the heart”.”?

Chiquinhamerely chooses Ernest because
her other suitor, Manuel Moura, scares her
with his brutish character. "She wanted a
gentle, prudent husband whoalthoughhe
might not hug her, would docilely accept
her slightest whims, and this. husband
appeared to her in Ermesto, who, she
believed, wasbeing sweptawayincreasingly
by passion.” In this excerpt, the heroine
showed characteristics opposed to those
which were believed to “natural” in a
wornan: docility, delicacy and submission.

However, she wasendowed by nature with
good physicalaftributesandfrequent praise
hasresultedinseriousflawsinher. They made
her “vain, and later a flirt, always eager to
receivelarge amountsofhomage. ‘Herparents,
“dominatedbyblindaffection “didnothavethe
necessary energy to take steps to correct
her.Betweenthelines, it canbe understood
that they did not educate her properly.

9SILVEIRA, Heitor da. O Methor dos Casamentos. in
Jornaldas Familias, Rio de Janeiro, Gamiered. March/
Aprit/May 1878,

Conflicts soon begin due to the whims of
Chiquinha. Additionally, she was not
prepared for her new status, and does not
fulfillany of the duties which are inherentto
her. She spends the day in the parlor at the
window, playing the piano, reading novels
or in dolce far niente while everything at
home is going wrong, thanks to the laziness
and dishonesty of the maids, who are the
absolute lords of the house.

Idle, futile and frivolous, with just a gloss of
music and literature but unaware ofthe skills
needed to manage her home, these are
some of the characteristics stressed in the
behavior of the character. Reflecting the
perils of an inadequate education for
women, they preventherfromcorrectingher
characterandundertaking the responsibilities
of marriage. The woes of Ernest culminate af
aball, whenhe overhearsthe comments of
strangersonthe light-mindedness of his wife
whoiscalled afiirt, although married. Forced
toleave the ball with him, she ventsher fury
on her husband for forcing her to leave an
enterfainment that she was enjoying. She
claimsheisfartoo demanding, tothe point
of fryingto make herinto aslave: “toplease
youlhave to cook, wash, starch, sweepthe
house anddresslike an oldblackslave. Well,
wake up, because in that way | will never
pleaseyou. ” Twould notwant that,” retorted
Emesto, “whatlaskof youisthat youfulfityour
duties as a housewife and do not just doll
yourselfup like abrainlessmiss, and that above
all you behave at soiréesin a manner that
doesnotgiverisetoscandal, asyoudidtoday.”
Finally, afteraseries of argumentsthey deci-
de to divorce, when the narrator wakes. It
wasallnothingmore thanadream. Basically,
thefolhetimas aliterary production offersa
single purpose thatismerely pedagogic.The
character is presented as an anti-heroine,
artificially idle, aggressive, authoritarian,
mundane, futile, frivolousand vain, quivering
on the threshold of the supreme sin of
adultery. Throughthe resource ofinversion,
it spotlights what a woman should not be,
highlighting the opposing characteristics:
diligence, domestic skills, delicacy, simplicity,
modesty, purity etc. The author also uses this
opporfunity tounderine themalereluctance
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to get married, which is always viewed as
something sought only by women, givingrise
o the title of this folhefim: O Melhor dos
Casamentos (The Best of Marriages)
particularly asitisallnomorethanadream.....
The education suggested for women thus
didnotaimattheirautonomy orthe freedom
to decide on their own destiny. What was
intended was to guarantee an education
whichtake forgranted these principlesgiven
above, in addition to equipping them
adequately with the tools which wouid
allow them to exercise the functions
acknowledged as their own: wife and
mother. Concernwith women’seducation
as shown in an article published in a
newspaperdedicatediothisreading public
confirms this statement. it starts by stressing
the importance of the issue “aithough so
scorned by our amiable readers”, hinting
that this seems to indicate a certain lack of
consequence in them. If regrets that this
education consists only of notions of music,
singingand dance, inview of the insufficiency
of these supefficial types of knowledge in
ensuring family happiness. In fact, by the
direction of most of the discourses on this
issue, the allocation of this responsibility to
the woman is clear, particularly inthe case
under study which considers her the “only
source of ensuring the happiness of the
family. "It thenlists all the feminine potential
forthe success of this mission.

*Awoman whose hearthasbeen propetrly
shaped by education and who has learnt
the art of housekeeping is a treasure in the
- home, because she is not unaware of the
principles of housekeeping norof domestic
economy, and will know how 1o run the
house, wisely managing the servants and
ensuring they do their duty, balancing
expenses with income and thus looking
ahead fo any possible needs. She will not
scorn hygienic means for the good of the
family and the children, far less ways of
making good men, and avoiding any
unpleasaniness, or upsetting her husband
byuselessexpendituresoruntimelydemands” 2

2 AEducagdodaMulher.InO Cherubim,Rio de Janei-
o, 15,11.1885,
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in fact, this discourse is packed with
ambiguities. First it stresses the importance of
education forcarrying outwomen’sdufiesin
managing the home, on the otherhand, it
recordsher leading role in guaranteeing a
well-balanced family and more specifically
the welfare of the children. It also warnsher
to avoid “useless expenses and untimely
demands “ that could upset her husband.
Thistakesajab at feminine frivolity, asinthat
iseasy tfoincurdue tothe limited amounts of
reason believed o be present in women.
Also, by assigning her full liability for the
happiness of the family, it exemptsthe man
fromany responsibility in thissphere. He can
dllow himself to continue on with his flaws
and faults, some of which cannot be
avoided, as medicine acknowledges his
authoritarian, haughty character, that is
tougher and less loving. For him, the home
should be a place tfo rebuild his energies
spent on outside activitiesinthe struggle to
survive and the exercise of citizenship. Any
excesses should be forgiven.,

However, it should not be concluded that
this campaign has been fully successful.
Despite efforistoinculcate these standards,
in parallel, women have been expressing
their discontent with the education offered
them. Some have even used the actual
argument directed against them. Quite
possibly they intended to develop atactic
designed fo mobllize an imposed
representation for their own purposes, one
which is accepted but turned against the
order which produced it. A typical type of
presentationofwormen’spowersinasituation
of subjection andinferiority whichis mirrored
in the readllocation and skewing of the
symbolicinstruments which underwrite maile
dominatfion, turned againstthe dominator.
Even in 1855, a woman could not even
revealheridentity, and merely signed herself
as Baronesa as she stressed the need to
demandamore varied, andsolid education
forherdaughters, asshefeltthatthe existing -
schools were inadequate. She notes any
lack of concern over cultivation of the spirit
and intelligence in a girl “making herinfo a
redl lady.” The appeal closes with the
argument used by people who want to



keep women subordinate, by stressing their
lackof preparation “onwhomthe future of
anentire family willsome day depend. “She
closes with a phrase that well illustrates the
period: “allsupefficiality, noscience.”
Blocking the access of women to higher
education prompted protests, even from
womenthemselves. Inone ofthem, curiously
enough and perhapsironically, excusesare
offered to the “stronger sex “ for daring 1o
address it. Having demanded reparations
for errors and injustices, this lists a series of
ills imposed on women who “have been
oppressed, mocked, and defrauded, having
to five almost as though one were haif-
dead.” It closes in a manner similar to the
previous paragraph, using an arfificial tactic
inanattitude frequently found among those
who are subject to symbolic violence: it re-
usesthe language of dominationto markits
resistance, invoking the traditional mission
assigned to the weaker sex: “did you not
consider that by neglecting and humbling
her, keeping herinignorance, leaving her
without the power she needs to solve the
most difficult of social problems-educating
herchildren, which are entrusted onlytoher,
by God!”

But some people also demanded a betier
qualified solution, not only in the name of
family responsibility but also because they
considered womenjust asable “asmanto
study sciences,” despite the constant
repetitionstothe contrary: they evenaffimed
the existence of women “farsuperiorfomany
known scientists and who wrote works cited
by leading physicians.” Professionaltraining
asthe outcome of educationwashighlighfed
as a need claimed by some, although ina
fimid way, and merely as a supplementary
point as “notevenaman’sworkis sufficient
to offerhisfamily allthese conveniences.....”
Others, morelucid, stressedthisneedinorder
forwomentoachieve asymmetrical position
compared to that of men, making them
worthy and able to exercise free choice,
which wouldlead themtoscom “the puerile
adulationforwhich they stillshow themselves
eager”; not having to deal with doubts
about their fidelity “because the need to
pretend and deal with male duplicity will

end, and only then will she be able to take
her seat alongside man as his companion,
andneverashisslave.” There were alsothose
who never even mentioned martiage asa
target, stressing theimportance ofhardwork
andbuildingup strength “forthe challenges
of freedom and the conflicts of life”.2!

They were not Unaware that this stance
represented a heavy burden., And the
statement ‘of one of the most active
suffragettes showsthis, recording that “the
womanwho studies, whothinks..... issubject
o criticism and censure of her own dignity,
andformspart of the distractions, the cafés
andthebillliards...” After all, even physicians
with their mastery of scientific knowledge
stated that woman was shaped to feel just
as man was created to think and “those
who show higher intelligence do so at the
cost of the feminine qualities.” Daring to
outstrip these constraints was a thorny
undertaking, as acknowledged in this
narrative: _
“ltiscommonto speakillof women givento
lefters, and to thus hint at the most awful
insinuations regarding the virtues which are
most prized In our sex. These foul mouths
shouldbe madetosee thatthe womanwho
nurturesherspirit inpastures more substantial
thangossiping about otherpeople‘slives will
less easily occupy her imagination with
frivolities and idle pursults which seem so
useful at the start and so often result in sad
consequences. They are notconvincedand
then put forward examples of the most
celebrated literary womenwhose reputation
is not good”. 2

With an unaffected argument, the writer
revedisthe stumbling-blocksfacingwomen
whooptforliterature. Thisphenomenaisnot
restrictedto Brazil. InWesternEurope aswell
asthe U.S.A., womenwriterswere subjectto
much ill-will, attributed to their scandalous
behavior by the presence of eroficism in
some of their works. They also suffered the
effectsofrivalies with theirmale counterparts,

2 BERNARDES, MariaThereza Caiuby C.. Op.cit. p.124;
otherquoteswhichfoliow: p. 138/139/145/1569.

2 A Arte da Beleza - Artigo parasersomente lido por
senhoras. JornaldasFamilias.March 1863,
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unnerved at having to share with these
female invaders the space which they
considered as exclusively their own. It was
during the XiX century that this activity really
firmedupinfo aprofession formanywomen.
Andthe pressures were so great that many
womenwritersdecidedtohide theiridentity
behind a male pseudonym, including
GeorgesSand, GeorgeEliot, CurrerBelland
Otto Stern. A natural division of works soon
sprangup here, decidingthatromance was
‘theirstrong point. Literary critics andhistorians
didtheirutmostto keep womenwritersinthe
senfimentalsphere, weavingcommentson
the charm, grace, purity and sensitivity found
in their works. This caused enormous
frustrationto LouisaMay Alcottinthe U.S.A.,
who Wwas compelled by her editor and
encouraged by herfathertowrite “astory for
girls “whenshe wantedto produce “tales of
horror exploring the somber subterranean
regions of aggressive sexual passions, and
evenperversion”?

An identification is also noted here, with
regardiothisaspect. The writerof the article
mentioned above notes that there are
subjects where women have a better
understanding, suggesting consequently
that “it should also be they who can best
write onthem.” Thisreflectsitsincorporation
into the signsfoundinthe various discourses
onfemaletrends. However, atthesametime
asitindicates adhesion insymbolic termsto
male domination, onthe otherhandit also
indicates how to subvert this; thus by
defending the exercise of anactivity outside
the home for women - in this case, literary
activities. Later, areally iconoclastic atfitude
is taken up, to defend women'’s output in
the terrain of the sciences, for which they
were deemed inapt almost consensually.
*l thus believe that even those who are
scandalized by seeing o woman writer
publishing a freaty on astronomy or a
compendium of chemistry would not be
upset if any of them make use of the

intelligence that God gave them and the -

experience acquiredtowrite...aboutsome

BGAY, Peter. Op.cit., p.366.
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ofthe few mattersfalling withintheirsphere
of competence”. '
Note the expression “intelligence that God
gavethem “meaningacertaintythatwomen
were also endowed with reason, incontrast
to. many people who attempted to deny
thisoradmitted it only relatively. Furthermore,
having received this- directly from God,
addedto experiencedbuiltup inthe course
oflifetransiatedinto competence, itbecame
mandatfory to express this through writing.
However, women werestilltotread athormy
path. Authorities, politiciansin generaland
jurists refused to turn a positive eye on any
claimstofemale autonomy. They foundtheir
backing notsomuchinreligiousreasons, but
ratherinthe science of the times, whichwas
at that period synonymous with absolute
truth. They sought o limit women in their
actions, desires and emotions, assigning to
nature determinations that had been
established in historical and social terms.
Through plays, literature, chronicles and
articles in the press opposition was noted,
whichevenwentsofarasto castridiculeon
militants. They were represented as
masculinized, ugly, despised and at the
same fime amoral. However, this discourse
had wide-ranging effects, with not & few
ordinary men and women endorsing these
opinions through statements and letters to
newspapers.

Critics of women’srights were notlimited o
men. The monthly women’s magazine
entitledUnicapublished articles onliterature,
art, elegance andsociology. Headed by a
woman-Franciscade VasconcellosBastos
Cordeiro - it also fouched on this issue. It
published a wide range of works by
outstanding women of this period, such as
poetess CeciliaMeirelesand even militants
fromthe feministmovement. The struggle for
women'’srightswas already making progress
inBrazil. Chrysanthéme was the pen-name
of a woman who opposed the changes
desired by so many. A contributor to this
magazine, she acknowledged that her
article wasout of step with the others, which
mainly called forthese changes. But she felt
that her “duty of a combatant to defend
those whofeminist and destiny have thrown



into the arena of combating existence.”
She moves onto areflection ontheright fo
happiness, the first of the human rights.
Womenmore thanmen, inheropinion, are
eagertobefortunate, happy and peaceful,
aithough they act in a manner running
countertothese aspirations. She progresses
with her arguments, showing that the
independence achieved by women does
not allow themto accomplish theirdreams
of fortune. She then discourses on the
iosses suffered through access to this
independence, revedling aneducationwell
above the average in this discussion. This
doesnotpreventherfromhavingrecourseto
some of the slogansidealizing the traditional
female condition. Her arguments are
contradictory because on the one hand
she claims that she does not wish to deny
“thelong-standinginjustice andintolerance
which have today vanished under the
plough of progress, releasingthemfromtheir
former prisons.” She then questions “her
companionsinthesex, “iftheindependence
won offersthem the possibility of happiness
and quickly suppiies the answer:
“ltseemstome not, because they lose thelr
role of loving women, of goddesses of the
home, andthe man easily abandonshisrole
of providing sheiter and being the head of
these same homes. Has the struggle in the
streetsand betweenthe walls of the offices
perchance giventhemmore pleasure and
more peace than their efforts in the small
hear of the family? Has she achieved with
thisnewrighttfounfetteredfreedomforpoorly-
paid work, that other supreme and
Insuperable task which made her happy
and sovereign? Does it not cost the sweet
and sensitive soul of this woman more to
constantiy be eibowing men like this, witha
wide variety of backgrounds and keen
appetite, rather than the gentle living
togetherofyore with asingle man, towhom
shewassubject, yes, butbound by hersuperb
label of wife, mother and daughter?”24

As this is a discourse written by a woman, it
offers an excelient example of the

ACHRYSANTHEME. Direito &Felicidade. Unicawomen’s
magazine. October 1925,

embodmentofthedominantrepresentations
guaranteeingthe differencesbetweenthe
sexes, Here the authorreproducesanumber
of stereotypes that are repeated tirelessly
andused fo highlightthe excellence of the
conditiontraditionally assigned towomen,
justified asthe outcome of the predisposition
of hernature. Particularly outstanding here
are expressions such as “goddesses of the
home”, “sweet and sensitive soui of the
woman”, “gentle living together of yore”,
“superb labei of wife “, which are nothing
more than idedlizations of a real situation
that waos largely one of constraint and
oppression. The author thus opts to defend
aneternal minority positionforwomen. Efforts
at growth represented by taking over the
reins of her own destiny is described as a
punishment, painted in strong colors, rather
than asanencouragement forgrowth and
full development as a human being. Her
lack of bellef in women's potential is quite
patent, blended with a prejudice about
sexudlity. She stresses the promiscuity deriving
from contact with other men ‘“whose
appetitesare alwayskeen “eagerto attack
the defenselesscreature whoshefeelsought
topreferthe protectionofyore, evenatthe
price of submission. infact, a perfectmodel
of symbolic violence.

Conquering new spaces

During the 1920s women’s movements
underwent a time of rupture, and were no
longerlimited tomicroscopic attitudestacitly
put into effect by subordinates seeking to
furtively wriggle away from oppression. Some
women openlyundertookihe campaignto
obtaintheirrights. They organizedthemselves
into associations and made pubiic
pronouncements, with ample use of the
press, seeking support fromleadersinawide
variety offields and settingup pressure groups
towinsupport from members of Parliament
and other authorities, the press, public
opinion efc.. Despite this, most of them
attempted fo endow their discourse witha
moderatfetone. Notonly because theyhad
redlized that this would be the best way of
female expression, but equally asapolitical
strategy.
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Parficularly outstanding here were the
activities of Bertha Lutz, whose movement
ook on a hegemonic character af that
time. The right to work, with access to
education and full political and civil rights
were her main claims. Despite the many
activities which she successfully undertook,
takingthe fightto anumberof fronts, instep
with the spirit of her times, votes forwomen
took priority. She believed that access to
political rights was essential to obtain
guarantees on the basis of the law. Her
choice was subject to criticisms calling this
an inglorious struggle and limited o formal
claims of bourgeoisie liberalism. From this
standpoint, this achievement would be
reduced to a mere concession “when of
interest o the dominant class in ifs clashes
withtheurbanmasses threatening the status
quo of the liberal game of politics”.%

A position of this nature thus disdained the
strugglesundertaken by severalgenerations
of womenalready concernedwith thisissue.
~ Andmore particularly, forBerthaLutz, there
Isnoway of denying heractionsatadecisive
moment, inthe midst of prejudice inawide
variety offields, startingwithCongress, through
the pages of the press, in variety theaters
etc.. Afterall, entering the public sphere was
an old wish that had long been closed to
women. Achieving this opened up the
possibility of wornen assumingtheirfullhuman
conditions through a political action, from
which they had been violenily excluded.
On the other hand, similar to many
international movements of this type, it
sufferedundercountiessconsiraintsblocking
the waytoitsobjectives: women’sliberation.
The feministideals of the fimefailtotakeinto
accountanumberoffactorshinderingthem,
someof which only became visible fromthe
1960s onwards. The exercise of certain
activities as being more suitable fo woman
continuedtobe accepted asanextension
of her maternal functions. She simply
continuedto dowhatshehadalwaysdone
“onalargerstage...and  withmore natural

2 ALVES, Branca Moreira. Ideologia e Feminismo. A
luta damulher pelo voto no Brasil. Petrdpolis: Vozes,
1980,p.181.
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talent than any man”.% In fact, the
substratum of symbolic violence remained
present, as these tactics express the
asymmetrical relationships between the
genders and their meanings are rooted in
the symbolic, the mentaland the domestic.
Without forgetting that the professions
considered as most appropriate to women
were those withthe lowest remuneration. To
alarge extent the array of representations
and practices forcing the division of duties
and responsibilities between the genders
remained, undermining full emancipation
forwomen.

But dialectically, the practice of these
activities-teacher, nurse, socialworkeretc.
- was vital to expanding the horizons of
women. Provingtheircompetence, plunged
info understanding the intricate network of
power and knowledge, fo an increasing
extent they took over the construction of
their own history. The physical move into
areasthathadsolong been closedtothem
andthe moraldeparture “fromtherolesthat
hadbeenassignedtothem, forming opinions
and the transition from submission to
independence...” was to awaken an
awareness of gender, offering great
possibilities.?

This feminism aiso failed to question the
implicatfions of allocating to women full
responsibliity for domestic activities and
socialization of the children. The conquest of
new rights to participate in the public
spheredidnotinvolve any reformulation of
family obligations betweenthe twogenders.
The domestic domain continued to be
considered as inherent 10 women,
maintaining herunequal positioninsociety
and the source of a process of violence
againstherperson. Thisresultedin adivided
woman, guilty when obligedto work outside
the home, considering her professional
activities as something secondary to her
main role of wife and mother, and resutting
indiscriminationinterms of wages, professions,
unionmembership andrights.

2GAY, Peter.Op.cit., p. 366.

2 PERROT, Michelle. Salir. InDUBY, G. and PERROT, M.,
op.cit, v.4,pdb6l.



Ontheotherhand, although society would
not be in a position to survive without the
birth and education of new generations,
the movement did not demand with the
necessary force the introduction of
accessible establishments-restaurants, day
care centers and laundries - which would
allowwomenfosharetasksthathad firmed
up as their own. Even in the Soviet Union,
where anequdlitarian society was claimed
atalllevels, thisproblemwasneverresolved.
Although back in the XIX century Fourier
called for women’s liberation through the
introduction of these establishments, aswell
asaneducationcommonto bothgenders,
and sexual freedom also for both.2

However, the difficulties must be
acknowledged: atthattime, womeninthe
uppermiddle segmentsof society tookona
stance of this nature, regarding a topic
- consideredastaboo. There wasthe political
issue, thenthey considered other demands
ashavinghigher priority. Facedwith concern
overacceptance ofthe movementby public
opinion, they did not even dare bring up this
issue, with some claiming that this was a
topic that was private in nature. Marla
Lacerdade Mourasoonieftthismovement,
andwasanexceptiontothissituation. Miriam
Moreira Leite expressed her thoughts on
variousaspectsofthe female condition. She
stressed heradvancedpositionswhichwere
inmany aspectssimilartothose of the feminists
of the 1960s. She was a severe critic of the
doubie moral standards in effect and the
hypocrisy reining in the organization of the
family with its complement, prostitution,
causing concern over issues that were
unspeakable atf the time, such as sexuaiity
and the body. This wide range of positions
reveais the flexibility of the “cage”
represented by culture, aliowing social
agenistowieldrelative freedom, shapedby
the interface they established with the
elements historically available to them.
Whichishighly comforting! Theldeas of Maria

BCommentsonthe activitiesof BerthaLuizwere taken
frommyMaster’sdissertation. BerthaLutze a AscensGo
SocialdaMulher. 1919-1937. Niterdi, Post-Graduate
DegreeinHistory, 1974.

Lacerdade Mourawere considered ashighly
radical, allied to her keen critical spirit and
particularly her excessive individualism
which, according to Moreira Leite, helped -
edge her info a somewhat marginal
position.?

Women remained without the power o
dispose freely of their sexuality. Remaining a
virgin while single and faithfulwhenmarried
was synonymous with female honor; this
extendedtothe entire family, constitutinga
sexually located concept - violence which
constituted asource of many othertypes of
violence. While men were encouraged to
freely exercise their sexuality as a symbol of
virility, inwormenthis attifudeis condemned,
andthey are supposedtorepressalldesires
and impulses of this nature. Single women
losing their virginity lost the right to any type
ofrespect, andinthe case of anillegitimate
relationship the men did notfeelresponsible
fortheiractions, withthe womenbearingthe
brunt oftheir "mistake “. Afterall, "purity “was
vitalforwomen, with alack of knowledge of
the body signaling high value within a
contextwhere the image of the Virgin Mary
was an example for women. Abandoned
womenwere thus forced torisk theirlivesin
furtive hurried aborfions while others gotrid
of their new-borns in even more fragic
situations. They were transformed into
nmonsters, ina culfure fed onthe stereotype
of motherlove asaninstinct, “because even
the wild beasts with ali their savagery have
love.” Otherwho dared tolive theirsexuality
oufside marriage were murderedinthename
of "legitimate defense ofhonor”.3°
Inasituation of suchviolence, research also
shows the presence of women taking
advantage of “loopholes which private
sifuations leave open in the surveillance of
the proprietary power, Then they go out
hunting”.?’ Camivalconstitutedone ofthese
“loopholes . During thefirsttwo decades of

PLEITE, Miriam Moreira.A Oufra Face_ do Feminismo.
Maria Lacerdade Moura. Sdo Pauto: Atica, 1984.

% SOIHET, Rachel. Condig¢do Feminina e Formas de
Violéncia. Mulheres pobres e aordem urbana. 1890-
1920.Rio de Janeiro: Forense Universitéria. 1989.

31 CERTEAU, Michel De. Op.cit., p. 101.
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this century, the press fulminated against
the ‘increasing degradation of Camival ”
fryingpreventthe presenceofwomen, which
was only permitted fo women of ill-repute.,
However, the participation of women from
lower-income sectors of the population
expanded, aswellasthose fromotherincome
groups.*?

Thus, despite the sexualrepressionhobbling
womenandtryingtoimpose the stereotype
of female fragility on them, together with
demands for virginity and sober conduct,
the presupposition of Freud was confirmed
that sexuality isthe most powerfulingredient
inthe human constitution, and cannot easily
be discarded. This meant that insatiable
erotic energiesbacked by ampleresources
prompted a wide variety of inventive
stratagems seeking grafification.®

-There were some more courageouswomen
who were not content with half-measures,
seeking to assume their sexuality in a fuller
manner. This can be noted in the narrative
by Mdario Lago, mentioning “the Carnival of
the perfume-spray dueis, which launched
many brief affairsand even more long-asting
activities. “ It is obvious that these activities
referred to a more intfimate relationship
between the two sexes. He then speaks of
aninitiative that he feels is audacious by a
group of “erotic fops “who “sought targets
withtheirjefsfromtherodos metdlicos{ether
flasks) aimed to the nipple”. For them, this
perfume-spray game acted asakind of test:
If the girl pulled aface and withdrew under
thisfine, icy spray, they were already aware
thatthere would be no rabbitto huntinthat
wood, andwe would move off to adifferent
neighbourhood. But there was no lack of
gils who were more receptive o these
experences, andanervousgiggle wasoffen
theforerunner of surprising victories.*

The memorialist was unable to mask his
misogyny in viewing such girls as easy prey.

2 Gazetade Noticias. 15.02.1915;A Noite.16.02.1922.

BVGAY, Peter. A ExperiénciaBurguesa daRainha Vito-
riaaFreud. Apaixdotema.Sdo Paulo:Companhiadas
Letras. 1990, p.25.

#* LAGO, Mdrio. Na Rolanga do Tempo., SGo
Paulo:CirculodoLivro, nodate, p. 136.
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He did not see in this gesture an attempt to
flee the standards of their times - where he
was to build one of the richest careers on
Brazil’s artistic and political scene --which
evenhehimself could not escape. He failed
o redlize that they also were seeking to
enjoytheirbodiesand extract dllthe pleasure
they could give, instead of remaining passive
as they were taught.

Juliet Mitchellfeels thatwomen’sliberation
is dependent on the fransformation of the
four structures with which women are
infegrated: production, reproduction,
socidlization and sexuality. Although she
stressesthe predominant nature of economic
demands, she also underlines the need for

" them to be accompanied by policies that

are coherentwiththe otherthree elements.
In specific cases, these policies may even
play a leading role in immediate actions.
According to this author, referring to the
1960s, af which time she was writing, inthe
Western world, the sexual aspect was the
weakest link In the structures, whose
simulfaneous transformation dependedon
the liberation of women, 3

Accepting such presuppositions, the
anonymous women who operate in the
intersticesofthe system are daringto express
their sexuailty o on increasing exient,
revedaling the presence of desire whichwas
only permissible in the marriage bed, and
were also the precursors of women’s
emancipation. They made creative use of -
loopholestofurtively oreven openly live their
lives and sexuality, despite ail bans and
threats. Carnivalrepresented one of these
loopholes, acting asatriaiballoon forthefull
assumption by women of their body and
theirsexudlityintheirdaily lives aswell. These
womenalso contributed to the feminist cla-
mor of the 1960s, packed with demandsin
thefield of sexuality, whose victories did not
spring only from the actions of asmallgroup
of inteflectualsin the mid-field of society.

SMITCHELL, Juliet. Mulheres- ARevolugdo MaisLonga,
Revista Civifizagéo BrasileiraN°. 14,RJ 1967, p.5.



Abstracts/Résumés/Resimenes

RACHEL SOIHET

Symbolic Violence: male lore and female representations

Based onthe concept of symbolic violence, this article examinesthe discourses of avariety
ofinstitutions-the Roman Catholic Church, intellectualsandScience- withregard fo gender
differences. Allconverge on asimilarresult: different behavioramongmen andwomenhas
been explained on abiologicalbasis, confirming the inferiority of women, particularly inthe
intellectualsphere. Based on this assumption, the impossibility of reaching common criteria
wasjustified with regard to the exercise of citizenship. This stance givesrise tothe male fear
oflosing predominance inrelationships betweenthe genders. It also analyzes the reactions
of women faced with this situation, particularly in surreptitious ways or through organized
movements.

Violence Symbolique: savoirs masculins et représentations
féminines

Enprenant pourbase le concept de violence symbolique, I article examine les discoursde
diversesinstances-L'Eglise Catholique, desinteliectuels, delaSclence-ence quiconcere
lesdifférencesentre lesgenres. Tous ces discours convergent versune perspective similaire:
Lescomportementsdifférents deshommeset desfemmess’expliqueraient pardesquestions
biologiques, ce quisanctionnerait ainsil’infériorité féminine, en particulierdansle domaine
intellectuel. En cefondant surcette prémisse, ilsjustifientI'impossibilité d'un critére commun,
encecequiconcernelacitoyenneté. Cette attitude découle de la crainte masculine de
perdre la prépondérance dans les relations entre les genres. D’autre part, I'action des
femmes, face & ce tableau, est analysé. Cette action se manifeste sous des formes
subrepticesoubien parl’entremise de mouvements organisés. L'importance du Carnaval
estsouligné.

Violencia Simbdlica: saberes masculinos y representaciones
femeninas

Basado en el concepto de violencia simbdlica, el articulo examina discursos de diversas
instancias -giesia Catdlica, intelectuales, Ciencia- en relacién alas diferencias entre los
géneros. Todos convergen enuna perspectivasemejante; loscomportamientosdiferentes
de hombres y mujeres se explicarian a fravés de cuestiones bioldgicas, con lo que la
inferioridad femenina estaria sellada, particularmente en la esfera intelectual. Teniendo
estapremisacomobase, sejustificarialaimposibilidad de un criterio cominpara el ejercicio
de la ciudadania. De esta actitud se deduce el temor masculino a perder el predominio
enlasrelaciones de género. Almismo tiempo, se andliza la situacidén de las mujeres frente
aeste cuadro, que se manifiesta através de formassubrepticias o pormedio de movimientos
organizados.
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LAIS ABRAMO/MARIANELA ARMIJO

Technological Changes and Women's Work

This arficle analyzesthe relationship betweenthe processes of technologicatinnovationand
women’sworkinsixteen Chileancompanies. Based onasurvey carried outin 1993, It checks
justhow farthese processes are opening up more and betterjob opportunities forwomen,
orwhetherthey are merely producingnew types of on-the-job gender division that areeven
more segregatory. The resuits of this survey highlight the importance of on-the-job gender
segmentation to explain the situation of women in the labor market, and indicate the
existence of major differences betweenindustrial and service companies. Inthe former, the
processesof technologicalinnovationseemtohave made nodifference interms of wider
opportunitiesforwomen, while inthe service sector, more favorable situations are notedin
terms of the possibilities of access to jobs, promotion and training.

Changements Technologiques et le Travail des Femmes

Cet article prétend discuter la relation entre les processus d‘innovation technologique et
le travail féminin dans seize entreprises chiliennes & partird’ une recherche réalisée en 1993,
dans le but de vérifier jusqu’d quel point ces processus auraient permis d’ouvrir de plus
grandes et de meilleures opporiunités d’emploi pour les femmes, ou si, au contraire, ils
aurdientengendréde nouvellesformesde divisionsexuelle dutravall, encore plusségrégatives.
Les résultats de la recherche mettent en lumiére I'importance de la segmentation
occupationnelle de genre, pour expliquer la situation des femmes dans le travail, et
indiquent I'existence de différences significatives entre les entreprises industrielles et de
services. Dansle casdes premiéres, lesprocédés d’innovation fechnologique ne semblent
pasavoirmodifié cette segmentation dansle sens de I'ouverture de nouvelles opportunités
pour la femme, tandis que dans les entreprises de services il est possible de constater
I'existence de situations plus favorabies,

Cambio Tecnologico y el Trabadjo de las Mujeres

El articulo pretende discutir la relacion entre los procesos de innovacion tecnolégicay el
trabajo femenino en16 empresas chilenas, conbase enunainvestigacioniievadaacabo
en 1993. Elobjetivo de ésta, fue verificarhastaqué punto estos procesos estarian abriendo
mads y mejores oporfunidades de empleo para las mujeres o, al contrario, si estarian
produciendo nuevasformas de division sexual del trabajo, mds segregadoras fodavia. Los
resulfados delainvestigacion evidencianiaimportancia de lasegmentaciénocupacional,
en términos de género, para explicar lasituacion de las mujeres enel trabajo e indicanla
existencia de importantesdiferencias entre las empresasindustricles y las de servicios. Enlas
primeras, los procesos de innovacion tecnoldgica no parecen haber alterado la
segmentacion, en el sentido de abrir nuevas oportunidades para la mujer. En las de
empresas de servicios se identifican situaciones mdasfavorables.
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HELENA CARREIRAS

Family, Matemity and Military Profession

Within a context of sweeping social transformations at both the social and organizational
levelsinthe structure of military institutions as well as the models for the social paricipation
of women, the Armed Forces of the Western Nations beganto admitwomen fromthe early
1970s onwards, reflecting abreakaway fromhistoricalprecedents. This article focusesonone
of the many analytical dimensions prompted by thisissue: reiationships between the family
and the military as a profession. i shows that the potential for conflict between two highly
demanding institutions affects women in the military in a very particular manner. Having
analyzed this problem on the basis of studles carried out in a number of countries, it then
focuses on data obtained in 1994 from questionnaires completed by all women of the
Portuguese ArmedForces.

Famille, Matermnité et Profession Militaire

Apartirdu début desannées 70, enun contexte de profondestransformations sociales- aussi
bien au niveau de la structure sociale et organisationnelle des institutions militaires qu’au
niveau du modéle de participation sociale des femmes - les Forces Armées des pays
occidentaux onf commencé & admetire desfemmes dansieurs rangs, ce qui constituait
ainsi une rupture avec tous les précédents historiques. Cet article se penche surune des
multiples dimensions d’analyse que cette problématique suscite: celle desrelations entre
la famiile et la profession militaire. Il soutient que I'état de conflit entre deux institutions de
tendance “vorace” affecte defacontrés particuliére lesfemmesmilitaires. Aprésavoirétudié
le probléme, en prenant en compte lesrésultatsd’ études provenant de divers pays, I'article
analyse quelques informations obtenues lors d'un sondage réalisé en 1994, dont le
questionnaire a été répondu par toutes les femmes militaires en service dans les Forces
Militaires Portugaises.

Familia, Maternidad y Profesion Militar

Apartirdelinicio de los 70, en un contexto de fransformaciones sociales profundas-tanto
en términos de la estructura socio-organizativa de las instituciones militares, como del
modelo de participacionsocialdelasmujeres-, lasFuerzas Armadas de los paisesoccidentales
pasaron a admifir mujeres en sus filas, sefaiando con esto-una ruptura frente a todos los
precedenteshistoricos. Este articulo incide sobre una de lasmuttiplesdimensiones de andlisis
que tal problemdticasuscita: lasrelaciones entre familiay profesidn militar. En éise sustenta
que el conflicto entre las dosinstituciones -ambas tendenciaimente “voraces”-afectade
manera muy particular a las mujeres militares. Después de ecuacionar el problema,
considerando resuitados de estudios realizados en diversos paises, se analizan algundas
informaciones que se obtuvieron alaplicarun cuestionario, en 1994, contodasias militares
que prestaban servicio en las Forzas Armadas portuguesas.
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ANGELO SOARES

If | didn’t Have to Work as a Supermarket Cashier....

Why would working women “choose” a pink collar job where working conditions and work
organization are rigid and difficult? Why, despite all the changes inthe worlds of work, do
we still find a high concentration of women segregated in certain professions or jobs? This
article seeksto analyze the processof choosing apink collarjob, that of supermarket cashier
in both S&o Paulo (Brazil) and Quebec (Canada). We focus our analysis along three axes.
First, we attemptto understand why working wornenhave chosen to work as supermarket
cashiers. Secondly, we discuss the manner in which the employment selection process
infervenesinthis “choice”. Finally, we examine how in both societies the temporaldimensions
of work organization restrict the possibilities for professional advancement and limit working
women’s investrent in their own human capifal.

Ah Si Je Pouvais Ne pas Efre Caissiére dans un Supermarché... -
Pourquailestravailleuses choisissent un emploide colrose ollles conditions eti’organisation
duftravailsont souventrigideset pénibles ? Pourquoi, malgré toutesles transformations dans
lesmondes du travadil, la plupart desfemmes fontencorel’objet d’une ségrégation dansun
certainnombre d’empiois ? Cet article essaie d’analyserle choixd‘'unemploide colrose,
celuidescaissiéres de supermarché aSdo Paulo (Brésil) et au Québec (Canada). Nos propos
seront développés autour detrois axes: d’abord, nous présenfonslesraisons pour lesquelles,
la travailleuse «choisit» d’'étre caissiére dans un supermarché. Ensuite, nous présentons
quelques caractéristiques du processus de sélection des caissiéres qui peuvent interférer
dans ce «choixn. Finalement, nous allons montrer comment la dimension temporelle de
I'organisation du travail & la caisse constitue une des sources de discontinuité et de limite
aux possibilités d’avancement professionnel des caissiéres, dansles deux sociétés.

Si Yo Pudiera No Ser Cajera de Supermercado...

Porgué lastrabajadoras escogenuntrabajo considerado femenino, donde las condiciones
y la organizacién del frabajo son extremadamente rigidas y dificiles? Por qué, apesarde
fodas las fransformaciones que estamos viviendo en los mundos del trabajo, todavia
encontramos trabajadoras segregadas en un nimero reducido de profesiones? Este
arficuio frata de analizaria “opcidon” por un frabajo rotulado como femeninoe: cajerasde
supermercadosenSdo Paulo (Brasil)y en Québec (Canadd). Focalizamos nuestro andlisis
en un supermercado. En seguida presentamos algunas caracteristicas del proceso de
selecciéndelascajerasdelossupermercados, queintervienenenesa “opcion”. Finalmente,
mostramos cdmo la dimensidn femporal de la organizacion del trabajo limita la vida
personalylastentativas de avance profesional de las cajeras de supermercados en estas
dos cludades.
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