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was Anton sa'adih, bom in Lebanon in 1904. Just before WrId War I
Anton's father, Dr. Kba1il sa'., moved to Egypt ander diere·to
Brazil sa'd die son remained in Lebanon during the war, intng Jus
father in 1920. Over the next decade, Anton 8a'adih be8an defbie a
theory of Syrian nationaUsm thaUncludedan idea Of bodnll cand
spada! Syrian_n.zs I1l;l~sa'adJb~ to wlth. the
..~~~.I)Q__p1y;;glinJ9~2~. :~

~~.Sodal._-"~,~fo~itPJbJidyt.wo •.
In:6~_;1\ral):·~·woklJl,~adih,.11fmge•. fPlG'*8
Bdan seQti~oJ'~J)~;.i).1938Anton.sara4ibr ed tQ
BFazU, to·m. Jiith. and ~,fundsf:tOQl. tbosewho no defined
~."~,,.Z6

EconoolicaJlysuccess, COnIDmed WIth Arab
andhyphmatedEuropeBn i48ltitffs todmllmgethe tlOUOI1'
nalional identity_llIJitary.'fb oftea, lednatlvist inteII_1Is
to~'ArabfDlfnigt'mt·oonltibuUOD$to'BraziFby~ 'stceeSS

tn'commerceWds'trtolegtcalbttlatUre. 1'benauvtst lead«of tbhscisUc
A.~ Integl'dsta;~: PIImo saI8aOO, suggested that mmerce
was"theAtab'pdtria".'l71be~ Paulo Cursino de Moura $U8g1ested
that simply ''''pronouncU1g'' th~ name of Rua 25 de~., eAeally"
conjured up itnagt5 ofthe"t\ttcotype", senUrnents echoedmor recmtly
by Mmuel DiEgues, Jr. who 'Writes, mwhat conUnues to be the standard
work on mmority communities mB1'3Zil, that ''when a"'tur .. mtves
on a street to conduct some commercial activity, the street takes on
another color, an ethnic color ... soon the street is given a an or
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Lebanese physiognomic character."z8 Such notions appear to have
inftumced the WWf the Arab-BnIZilian community sees itself. In Rio de
Janeiro, for instance, many Siro-Lebanese merchants had their shops in
a relatively unmoderntzed zone of small shops and narrow streets. In
time the merchants decided to organize and chose to name their new
association "Sodedade de Amigos da AlBndega e Ruas Adjacentes" or
SAARA. of course few if any of these merchants or their immigrant
predecessorswere actually from the Sahara desert region, but by placing
the name ofa respected "Arab" locale on the neighborhood they hoped
to trdnsform the image of the neighborhood from a negative to positive
one.

Large scale pre-World War II Arab immigration to Brazil ended
in the 1930's as part of general decrease in emigration from the Middle
East. Following the SUez Crisis after the war, however, large numbers of
Sephardic Jews, from Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Thrkey entered Brazil.
There they found awelcomeless wilh theAshkenazin than with established
non-Jewish Middle Eastern groups. More recently, large number of
Palestinians, many of Muslim faith, have settled in Brazil. They have
gmerallybeen viewed inanegative lightand leaders of theSyrian-Lebanese
communityworkhard to make distinctions between old and new Middle
Easterners.29

This essay suggests that the ethnic society of immigrant non­
whites and non-blacks operates independently of traditional blacklwhite
society and improves the understanding of Brazil by changing the lens
through which it is viewed. Yet the creation of Syrian-Lebanese ethnicity

28. Paulo Cursino de Moura, Slio Paulo de outrora: evoca~{jes da tnetropok [1932]
(Belo Horizonte: Edltora Itatiaia; Sao Paulo: Edltora da Universidade de sao Paulo,
1980), 174. Manuel Diegues, Jr., Etntas e Cultura no Brasil (sao Paulo: Clrculo do
Uvro, 1976), 147. The firstedltion of this book was published in 1952.
29. "Enclave suspeito", Veja, 28:7 (February 15,1995),50-52.
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was not simply imposed from above; leading members of e Middle
Eastern contmunlty asserted that their communities were genUcally
related to theftrstBraziJiaDs,·tbeAmozenian tribes, andwere more
BraziUan than most Dleo1bers of the European-d~cred teo In the
eM, thesodelfof~1bI tbeSOCkty ofdIIfertID ad the
reaJtty·of··the·llyphm~,Ifat mmrthe·publtt'9tew..

,

.i'J

72


