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Lebanese physiognomic character.”?® Such notions appear to have
influenced the way the Arab-Brazilian community sees itself. In Rio de
Janeiro, for instance, many Siro-Lebanese merchants had their shops in
a relatively unmodernized zone of small shops and narrow streets. In
time the merchants decided to organize and chose to name their new
association “Sociedade de Amigos da Alfindega e Ruas Adjacentes” or
SAARA. Of course few if any of these merchants or their immigrant
predecessors were actually from the Sahara desert region, but by placing
the name of a respected “Arab” locale on the neighborhood they hoped
to transform the image of the neighborhood from a negative to positive
one.

Large scale pre-World War II Arab immigration to Brazil ended
in the 1930’s as part of general decrease in emigration from the Middle
East. Following the Suez Crisis after the war, however, large numbers of
Sephardic Jews, from Egypt, Lebanon, Syria and Turkey entered Brazil.
There they found a welcome less with the Ashkenazin than with established
non-Jewish Middle Eastern groups. More recently, large number of
Palestinians, many of Muslim faith, have settled in Brazil. They have
generally been viewed in a negative light and leaders of the Syrian-Lebanese
community work hard to make distinctions between old and new Middle
Easterners.”

This essay suggests that the ethnic society of immigrant non-
whites and non-blacks operates independently of traditional black/white
society and improves the understanding of Brazil by changing the lens
through which it is viewed. Yet the creation of Syrian-Lebanese ethnicity
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was not simply imposed from above; leading members of he Middle
Eastern community asserted that their communmes were gentically

end, thesodayofsammmdmesodayofdﬂelm ;
reality of the tryphen contued, far from the public view.
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